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Reflection 

Reflection on Water of Life 
 
  Pastor Kurt Schnackenberg 
 
John 4: 7-10  There came a woman of 
Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, 
"Give me a drink." 
 (For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food.) 
 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from 
me, a woman of Samaria?" ( For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
Jesus answered her, "If you knew the  
gift of God, and who it is that is saying  
to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would  
have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water." 
 
Quite often one hears the remark that 
the Church, especially the so-called 
“traditional churches”, are not relevant 
any more. It is said, that they try to give 
to people what they don't even want or 
feel the need of. Maybe you have also 
experienced this yourself, when you 
tried to speak to someone about God's 
gift of Grace in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The problems and struggles of this life 
are so real and so intense. Speaking of 
eternal life seems so far in the future. It 
seems so far removed from our every-
day battles of life. Our business, poli-
tics, family, hobbies and not to forget- 
the depth of our Credit Card debt- are 
right up in our face, all the time. So, 
when we hear someone come-up with 
these arguments we might become 
uncertain ourselves.  
 
In this regard the wonderful encounter 
Jesus had with the Samaritan woman 
at the well of Jacob reveals the truth to 
us. She didn't come to find Jesus. She 
came to fetch water for everyday use. 
There she meets Jesus or better, Je-

sus, meets here. For Jesus speaks 
first. But what does He say? Does He 
first of all try to meet her daily need in 
order to enter into a conversation with 
her ? No. Quite to the contrary. He asks 
her for water! She is astonished by the 
question, because it is unfitting for a 
Jewish man to speak to a Samaritan 
woman. Then Jesus answered her with 
the wisdom from heaven: “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you 
would have asked Him, and He 
would have given you living water.”  
 
Here we have man's problem and solu-
tion in a nutshell. If you knew the gift of 
God... . There lies the problem of man-
kind. I am so busy with my everyday 
life. I want to sort it out myself. I want to 
control my business. I have to try and 
be in charge of my family life. I must get 
my bank accounts out of the red! I want 
to, I have to try more, I must... . And the 
more we achieve the more it seems as 
if it works, that I can. Yet the result: The 
more I want, the more I have to try, the 
more I must... . 
 
Instead of first of all fulfilling her every-
day felt need, Jesus asks the woman at 
the well to serve Him. Jesus asks us 
also. Serve Me! If you don't know who it 
is that is asking you, you will experi-
ence the question of Jesus as a burden 
on top of your everyday life struggles. 
This is what the church seems to be 
doing. Come to worship Christ! Every 
Sunday! What? When will I rest? When 
will I have time for my family and for my 
hobbies?  
 
Jesus says: “If only you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is speaking to 
you. 'Give me a drink,' you would have 
asked Him, and He would have given 
you living water.”  
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Interview with the Director 
of Lutheran Church Mission 
Board, Roger Zieger. 
 
During August and September 2010 the 
present director of the Lutheran Church 
Mission (LCM), Roger Zieger who was 
installed to this office in July of this year, 
travelled to South Africa to meet the mis-
sionaries in the service of the LCM. 
 
During a visit at the Arcadia congrega-
tion in Pretoria he was interviewed by  
Ms Ute Johannes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When were you installed as the director 
of the Lutheran Church Mission? 
The installation took place on 11th July 
2010, during the combined Mission Day 
of the Bleckmar congregation and the 
Lutheran Church Mission (Bleckmar Mis-
sion) 
 

Could you tell us something about your 
family, your training and your previous 
experience as a pastor. 
I have been married for 26 years and we 
have 2 children. I attended school in 
Hamburg. In the period 1980-1989 I 
studied theology at Oberursel and Ham-
burg. Two years ago I enrolled in post-
graduate studies at St. Louis (USA). For 
the period 1991 - 2010 I was at a con-
gregation in Berlin, specifically in Span-
dau, at first in a temporary position and 
then as full time pastor. In addition I was 
appointed as “Pastor for immigrants of 
the church district” in 1991. In 2003 I was 
elected as superintendent of the district 
Berlin-Brandenburg. 
 

At the Synodical convention of the FEL-
SISA it was reported that the LCM in-
tended setting up a ñMission Boardò in 
South Africa of which the FELSISA was 
to be a member. Could you tell us more 
about that?    
The process is as follows: FELSISA,  

LKM-Director Roger Zieger 

When Jesus asks you to come to Him- 
that is, to His Body the Church-  and 
worship His Father, remember who He 
is and ask Him to give you living water! 
He is the well of truly divine water that 
gives Life. He knows you and every 
other person. He knows your hidden 
unfelt needs. He knows your deepest 
unrest at the core of your being. He 
knows about your sorest wounds. He 
knows that you need the water of for-
giveness to wash away your guilty con-

science. He knows that you need waters 
of eternal quality to cleanse your 
wounds, so that they can heal. Then you 
will do as the woman did: You will leave 
your water jar behind! (v.28)  You will 
tell others who He is and where He can 
be found. Eternal living waters will start 
to run from you!   
 
Thank you Lord, for giving us what You 

know we need in Your Body, the Church. 

Amen. 
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LCSA and the Lutheran Church Mission  
set up the MLC (Mission of Lutheran  
Churches) together. You will note what I 
am getting at - this is a partnership. We 
will face the challenges in regard to mis-
sion work in South Africa together. 
 

How would you characterise ómissionô in 
the present context and and where lie the 
special areas of mission work in a country 
such as South Africa in your estimation? 
What special emphasis has the LCM set 
for itself for the immediate future? 
God accomplishes his mission for and in 
this world in the person of Jesus Christ - 
he reconciled us with himself and gave us 
eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Wherever this message is preached, we 
are acting according to the intention and 
the commission of this mission. This oc-
curs during every „normal worship ser-
vice‟, just as it does in „explicit‟ mission-
ary projects - wherever these may be. As 
this missionary activity is carried out in 
word and deed, it is advisable for Chris-
tians to work at both these areas. In 
South Africa, as in all other countries of 
the world, there is a need for workers in 
both of these areas. The LCM will strive 
to do what it has done in the past - to be 
a reliable partner, who reaches out with 
the message of the saving and freeing 
love of God to people (another way of 
describing „Lutheran‟) to those who need 
to hear this. 
 

At present all the missionaries working in 
South Africa are men who grew up in the 
country. Do you believe that this is a 
problem or does it have advantages? 
To begin with, this is a situation that 
came about by chance, it was not orches-
trated. Certainly the present situation has 
advantages, as the mission workers know 
the country and its people. One could say 
that missionaries who grew up in South 
Africa, could lack objectivity with regard 
to the problems in the country. My im-

pression is, however, that all the mission-
aries have the ability to view matters in 
an objective manner and so not to fall into 
this trap. In my view the present situation 
is therefore quite positive. 
 

What assistance can members of FEL-
SISA offer to support local missionary 
projects? 
At present there is already such support 
for missionary projects, which are only 
possible because of support from mem-
bers of your church - e.g. the work of the 
two missionaries Tiedemann and Witten-
berg. I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my sincere thanks for this sup-
port. I trust that we will be able to carry 
out many similar projects through coop-
eration in the MLC. It is not simply a mat-
ter of money, but we need your prayers, 
your help and your expertise. 
 

Missionary activity is (or should) be part 
of the everyday life of Christians. How 
could we Christians bring this about? 
We carry out the commission of Christ, 
when we allow him to work in us and 
through us. I am reminded of a picture 
which Professor Klän told me about. In 
Münster, a town in Germany, there a 
large crucifix which was badly damaged 
during a bombing attack in the 2nd World 
War. When it was restored, the damaged 
arms of the body were not replaced. In-
stead a notice was attached to the cross 
which reads: “You are my arms and 
hands - I don‟t have any others.” That 
means: be what you are - children of God 
and disciples of Jesus - and the rest will 
take care of itself. 
 

Where except in Southern Africa is the 
LCM active? 
At present in Brazil and Germany. Some 
initial approaches are being made in 
China. 
 

Director Zieger, I would like to thank you 
for your time. 

LKM-Director Roger Zieger 
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Sendingwerk in Lüneburg 

Sendingwerk op plase in 
Lüneburg 
  
Sending en getuienis van Christus vind 
oral plaas waar Christene leef. Want 
Jesus het ges°: ĂJulle sal my getuies 
weeséñ In van ons landelike gemeentes 
het van die boere op afgelee plase self 
sendings-inisiatiewe op die been gebring. 
 
In Lüneburg het Ute Johannes met Pastor 
Dieter Schnackenberg en Mnr Hugo 
Niebuhr, voorsitter van die sending-aksie, 
gesels.  
 
Ons het gehoor van sending-aksies op 
plase rondom Lüneburg. Hoe werk dit? 
Ons sending-kring bestaan uit  ongeveer 
sewe lede. Ons kom viermaal per jaar 
bymekaar om die sendingwerk in ons area 
te ondersteun. Ons het twee gemeentes in 
ons interne distrik: Ekhuphileni, ongeveer 
3 km van Lüneburg, en Dumbe, in die 
swart woonbuurt naby Paulpietersburg. 
Die twee dominees, Nkabinde en 
Mthimkhulu kry „n maandelikse toelaag. 
Elkeen van hulle besit ook „n eie voertuig 
om hulle geestelike werk in die landelike 
gebiede te doen. In die eksterne distrik 
ondersteun ons die dominees van die 
Mpumalanga-gebied ook met „n 
maandelikse toelaag. Omtrent die helfte  
 
 

 
 
van die tien dominees het voertuie. Hulle 
kan hulle voertuie in Paulpietersburg by 
Anesco laat regmaak. Ons beskou dit as 
belanrik dat hulle voertuie in „n werkende 
toestand bly. Elders op plase vind 
soggens voor die werk „n oordenking 
plaas. Aangesien die dominees nie oral 
gelyktydig kan wees nie, word gewoonlik 
van die werknemers wat besonder 
begaafd is in dié opsig, gevra om te open 
met sang en gebed. Pastor Mthimkhulu 
besoek gewoonlik eenmaal per week 
sommige werksplekke en hou 
oordenkings. 
 
Hoe belanrik is dit om die werknemers se 
moedertaal te verstaan (in hierdie geval 
Zoeloe)?  
Ek sou dink dit is belanrik om Zoeloe te 
verstaan. Aangesien „n groot gedeelte van 
die werknemers en bewoners op plase 
nog nie akademies geskoold is nie, benut 
hulle hulle moedertaal as enigste voertaal.  
  
Hoe kan Blankes die respek van 
werknemers op plase en in krale wen? 
Omrede hulle gebruike en tradisies baie 
anders is as díe van Europeers, help dit in 
die eerste plek om hulle taal te verstaan. 
Ek dink dis die intreevlak vir „n respekvolle 
verhouding. 
 

  Hoe belanrik is gebed vir    
  die sendingwerk? 
   Ek beskou gebed as    
   baie belanrik. Want 
   ons mense kan net  
   die saad saai en in  
   voorbidding vra dat  
   die Woord op  
   vrugbare grond  
   sal val.  
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Sendingwerk in Lüneburg 

Watter hindernisse is daar in sending-
werk? 
Ons ondervind dat die aanbidding van 
voorvaders nog baie diep gewortel is by 
die mense op plase. Dit is baie moeilik vir 
hulle om daarvan afstand te doen wan-
neer hulle die geloof in Jesus Christus as 
hulle eie aanvaar. 
 
Hoe hanteer Christene die towenaars 
(Sangomas) en shebeen-eienaars van die 
omgewing? 
Wel, ons is bewus daarvan dat hulle hier 
rond is, en ons weet ook waar hulle woon. 
Daar is boere wat probeer om hulle werk-
ers bewus te maak van die gevare wat 
besoeke by sangomas kan meebring. 
Maar ons weet nie van enige sangomas 
wat hulself openlik teen die Christelike 
geloof uitspreek nie. 
 
 Hoe hanteer boere verliese (deur vuur-
maak, veediefstal en inbrake)? Hoe affek-
teer hierdie ervarings die verhoudings tot 
plaasbewoners? 
Natuurlik kan dit lei tot spannings in 
verhoudings tussen boere en 
plaasbewoners. Maar mens moet altyd 
gedifferensieerd kyk na die groter prentjie: 
daar is baie boere wat goeie verhoudings 

het met hul plaasbewonders. Meestal is 
dit sulkes, wat nie op plase woon nie, wat 
vee steel of vuurmaak. Ek (Pastor 
D.Schnackenberg) haal my hoed af vir die 
gelatenheid waarmee baie boere net een-
voudig alles verduur en aangaan. 
 
 Kan sendingwerk hierdie tipe probleme 
verminder?  
Ons dink wel dat sendingwerk „n positiewe 
invloed het. Waar ookal oordenkings op 
plase gehou word, hoor ons altyd weer 
dat spanninge en konflikte verminder. 
Maar dit is nie die primêre doel van 
sendingwerk nie.  
 

 Hoe kan boere konflikte ontlont, bv. by 
ĂLand Claimsñ ? Kan mens met konstruk-
tiewe dialoog sulke potensiële konflikte 
vroeg al in nuwe rigtings stuur?   
Ons het die voordeel van „n forum in ons 
omgewing wat wel na oplossings soek om 
beide partye tevrede te stel. Dis natuurlik 
nie altyd maklik nie. Elkeen het sy 
verwagtinge, en veral politici skep 
verwagtinge by plaasbewonders wat 
onrealisties en ondeurvoerbaar is. Maar 
ons is dankbaar vir die inisiatiewe wat wel 
bestaan om probleme te hanteer en 
oplossings vir beide partye te vind. 
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Europeërs vra dikwels of blanke boere 
nie meer betrokke behoort te wees by 
hulpverlening aan swart boere nie, bv. 
om hulle lande te bewerk, te oes en te 
saai nie? Is daar riglyne wat boere in ag 
behoort te neem, by hiedie soort 
oorwegings? 
Dit klink gewoonlik baie idealisties. Maar 
mens moet in ag neem, dat boere 
kompeteer teen die Westerse markte 
(Amerika, Europa ens.), en dat 
onopgeleide swart boere op hul eie nie 
regtig „n kans staan teen hierdie 
kompetisie nie. Vele projekte en 
inisiatiewe deur die regering het gewys 
dat dit nie werk nie. Maar talle boere in 

hierdie omgewing ondersteun wel hulle 
plaasbewoners om te saai en te oes, en 
hul vee te versorg. As voorbeeld: een 
hindernis t.o.v. kommersiële 
veeboerdery is vir swart boere die 
relegieuse waarde van „n stuk vee, wat 
eintlik net die doel dien om op 
begrafnisse as voedsel vir die 
besoekers (familie en kennisse) te dien. 
Hierdie soort denke moet eers in ag 
geneem word, voordat enigsins aan 
kommersiële veeboerdery onder 
plaasbewonders gedink kan word. 
 

  Pastor Schnackenberg en Mnr Niebuhr,  
  ons dank u vir hierdie gesprek. 

Missionsstudent Thomas Beneke 

Sending-student Thomas 
Beneke 
  
Onder die teologiestudente tel ons ook 
diegene wat studeer vir sendingwerk. 
Tans is net Thomas Beneke van die 
gemeente L¿neburg ón sending student. 
Hy stel homself kortliks voor: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ek het grootgeword in die gemeente 
Lüneburg (gebore 1986). My ouers is 
Walter en Ruth (neé Weber) en ek het 
twee broers, Eckart en Peter, en twee 

susters, Michaela en Renate. Ek het eers 
in Lüneburg en later in Vryheid 
skoolgegaan. Van daar af het ek aan die 
Universiteit van Pretoria BA gaan 
studeer, en later by die Seminaar. In die 
middel van 2008 het ek in Oberursel 
(Duitsland) my eerste eksamen geslaag, 
daarna is ek as uitruilstudent Amerika toe 
(St.Louis). Na verstryking van die jaar, 
was ek terug in Duitsland, in Leipzig aan 
die universiteit, en toe daarna weer 
Oberursel toe om die eerste groot 
teologiese eksamen af te lê. Sedert 
ongeveer een jaar is ek getroud met 
Liesel Böhmer van Durban. Sy is besig 
om haarself as onderwyseres te 
kwalifiseer. 
 
Op die oomblik is ek die enigste student 
van die Bleckmar Sendinggenootskap, en 
ek hoop om binne „n paar jaar as 
sendeling in Suid-Afrika te kan begin 
werk. Deur my grootwordjare en 
deelname aan die kerk in die FELSISA is 
ek steeds nou verbonde met die gebeure 
binne die FELSISA, en ek hoop dat 
hierdie verbintenis ook in die toekoms 
vrug sal dra. 
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ALM Student ministry 

Ek is in besonder verheug oor die feit, dat 
die FELSISA besig is om nouer bande te 
smee met die Seminaar in Pretoria. 
Hierdie werk is baie belanrik vir die 
toekoms, om goeie en getroue werkers 
toe te rus vir die geestelike werk in Afrika. 
Deur hierdie jong mans wil God Sy kerk 
bou onder die verskeie volke en 
taalgroepe in Afrika, deur Sy Woord en 
Sakrament. Moontlik kan binnekort ook al 
jong dames by die Seminaar opgelei 
word vir die diakoniese dienste in kerke. 

„n Hartlike woord van dank wil ek rig aan 
die gemeente Lüneburg, wat dit vir my en 
vir ander studente deur hulle ruimhartige 
finansiele ondersteuning moontlik maak 
om te gaan studeer. 
 
Ten einde laaste will ek u versoek om die 
studente verder te ondersteun en in 
voorbidding te dra. Ek hoop dat God ook 
in die toekoms altyd weer jong mans sal 
bereid maak om in die diens van Sy Kerk 
te tree.  

ALM plans student outreach 
ministry  
 
Walter Stallmann, Pretoria 
 
There is a German folk-song that goes: 
“Auf der ALM da gibt's kein' Sünde', weil 
da keine Menschen sind...” ALM in Arca-
dia, Pretoria, is not related to this “alm” – 
the alpine pasture in Europe – but rather 
stands for “Arcadia Lutheran Ministries”, 
a joint outreach by saved (Lutheran) sin-
ners to people still waiting for the mes-
sage of salvation. Three Lutheran con-
gregations belong to ALM: The German 
and the Afrikaans St. Paul's Arcadia Con-
gregations as well as the English Congre-
gation that arose from the LTS (Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Tshwane). Part-
ners to the project are MLC (Mission of 
Lutheran Churches, LKM Bleckmarer 
Mission) as well as the Gauteng diocese 
of the LCSA (Lutheran Church in South-
ern Africa). 
 

The first major task ALM set itself was 
the pastoral care for and constitution of 
the English Congregation at the LTS. In 
2007 the LKM called Pastor Axel Witten-
berg (SELK, Germany) to this congrega-
tion. Since then, the congregation has 
grown to 132 members and has consti-

tuted itself as an independent congrega-
tion. This work is aided financially by 
ALM – and God has blessed this work. 
 

For a long time already, a need for minis-
try and outreach to students has been 
recognized. Alongside other outreach 
projects, this mission work will now 
hopefully be enjoying priority. Around the 
middle of this year a strategic plan was 
developed – a process that also involved 
the LTS. ALM is now searching for a 
suitable student pastor who would start 
the ministry and outreach at the Univer-
sity of Pretoria. The target group is pri-
marily the round 2000 English-speaking 
as well as German-speaking students in 
the city, coming from a Lutheran back-
ground, who have no spiritual (Lutheran) 
home within a congregation. The student 
pastor would also concern himself with 
the spiritual needs of the youth of the St. 
Paul's Congregation (“Arcadia Youth”) – 
with special focus on those students who 
have not been able to find a home in the 
congregation or the “Arcadia Youth”, 
supporting them in this challenging time 
of their faith journey.  
 

The same – with slightly different areas 
of focus – applies to the ministry 
amongst the youth of the English Con-
gregation. 



10 

 

The individual congregations in Arcadia 
each come from a different language 
and cultural setting. Each has its own 
character. And yet together we are “One 
Congregation in Christ”. The differences 
between our congregations also have 
an advantage – not only for the congre-
gations themselves but also for the stu-
dents who have the option of which Lu-
theran congregation (depending on their 
preference of language and culture) 
they would like to join. For the theology 
students at the LTS the student ministry 
is also an ideal area in which to gain 
practical experience in evangelizing and 
preaching. Teaching the theology stu-
dents in practical subjects would also 
form part of the work of the student pas-
tor. 
 
On their own, ALM – or the Arcadia 
Congregations –, are not able to provide 
for the costs that would be incurred with 

such a project (salary of pastor, house/
flat, etc.). Although a large portion of the 
costs would be covered, partners to the 
project as well private donors are 
needed. ALM and the LTS have in this 
regard therefore contacted our overseas 
sister churches. At the same time, we 
are also hopeful that private donors from 
the FELSISA will be found, to support 
the project financially – especially the 
care for the German “Arcadia Youth”. 
We are not expecting a 100% guaran-
teed financial security for the youth out-
reach ministry. A bold and courageous 
step within the building of the kingdom 
of God is not a risk but rather a “GO!”-
commission. If it is God's will, he will find 
ways for it to succeed. God has placed 
our Lutheran congregations in Pretoria 
in the middle of the student city – only 
3km away form the University. We may 
see that as a pointer from God for our 
mandate. 

Students at our ALM Outreach action on the campus of the Pretoria University  

ALM Student ministry 



11 

 
Youth day in Kirchdorf 

Youth day and Brass-Band 
Festival - Kirchdorf 2010  
 
(By the youth-committee of Kirchdorf) 
 
 
The 2010 youth day and brass-band 
festival started on Friday evening with a 
practise session of the youth choir, 
which was very well attended. After the 
singing, old and new friends alike got 
together for an enjoyable social evening 
at the premises of the Kirchdorf youth. 
Here already a good atmosphere was 
created for the day that was to 
follow. 
 
As always, the proceedings of 
the youth day started much too 
early. The youth day service – in 
which Pastor Matthias Albers 
(Pretoria) delivered the sermon – 
was joyful for all. We would like 
to express our gratitude also to 
our choirmaster, Bernhard Böh-
mer, for his commitment. During 
the service the newly elected 
youth parents, Sven and Heide-
marie Prigge, the youth secre-
tary, Nicola Niebuhr as well as 
the new treasurer, Carl Wort- 

 
 
mann, were installed in their respective 
offices of the synodical youth leader-
ship. After a wonderful lunch we moved 
onto the sports field. Here the important 
thing was not winning but the fellowship 
experienced by the youth. New friend-
ships came about while old ones were 
strengthened. It was great to see that 
both young and old within the youth took 
part so enthusiastically. The party on 
Saturday evening had a great atmos-
phere – the victors were celebrated and 
there was a lot of fun dancing. 
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Brass Band Festival in Kirchdorf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 81st Brass-Band Festival of the 
FELSISA took place on Sunday. Many 
guests arrived for this festival, of which 
the theme was: “Open now Thy gates of 
beauty, Zion let me enter there.” The 
sermon of the morning service was deliv-
ered by the newly elected Bishop Dr. 
Dieter Reinstorf. In his sermon on Ephe-
sians 2:14-22 he emphasized that the 
“invitation” of God goes out to all people. 
He pointed out that the FELSISA is today 
a multicultural and multilingual church to 
which everyone is welcome. In the 
pieces played by the brass band, the 
blessing that we receive in church – 
through God's Word, Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion – was given expres-
sion. The festival brought joy and bless-
ing to everyone. The Deputy Bishop, 
Dieter Schnackenberg, spoke about Max 

Reger. The “Word on the Theme” was 
given by Pastor Christian Tiedemann 
and the closing devotion held by the lo-
cal Pastor Siegfried Köhne. 
 
The following persons received medals 
for their dedicated service to brass-band 
music: Egon Gevers, Johannesburg (25 
years); Everd Koch, Kirchdorf (50 years); 
Heinrich Eggers sen., Kirchdorf (70 
years). We wish them God's blessing as 
well as the courage to continue serving 
their choirs faithfully. As the festival was 
a little too drawn out, many guests al-
ready had to leave for home before 
lunch. Those that stayed, however, en-
joyed a delicious meal. Soon thereafter it 
was time to say goodbyes. 

The youth parted in the knowledge that it 
will meet again for its annual youth camp 
in Kirchdorf in December!  

 
  After very cold days in the  
  week before, God in his good 
  ness had given us wonderfully  
  warm and windless weather  
  for the youth day and brass- 
  band festival. Our faithful God  
  also kept us safe on our jour- 
  neys. May we, by God's bless- 
  ing, be able to enjoy celebrat- 
  ing these synodical festivals  
  for many years to come! 
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42ste Sch¿tz-week in 
Hermannsburg, KZN   
 
 27 Junie - 4 Julie 2010 
 
Bernhard Böhmer, Pretoria 
 
 ĂWaar mense nog sing, kan jy maar 
gerus gaan bly (en arm mense besit nie 
klaviere nieé)ñ  Hierdie effens verdraaide 
weergawe van die ou bekende Duitse 
spreekwoord het onbewustelik weer 
hierdie jaar talle mense van heinde en 
verre, en van alle uithoeke van ons land 
verenig by die twee-en-veertigste Schütz-
week in Hermannsburg in Kwazulu-Natal. 
Schütz-week? Wat op dees aarde is „n 
Schütz-week? Miskien begin ons ter ver-
duideliking met wat ‟n Schütz-week nie is 
nie: 

 

„n „Schütz-week“ is nie „n 
ĂSch¿tzenfestñ nie.  
(ón Sch¿tzenfest is ón volksfees in 
Duitsland waar jagters bymekaarkom om 
hulle skietvaardighede op die proef te 
stel.)  Die begrippe „Schütz-week“ en 
„Schützenfest“ lê nou wel ortografies 
naby mekaar, en by albei byeenkomste 
kry mens jagters van alle soorte – want 
ook die Schützweek het sy kwota Schütz-

week-huwelike tot stand gebring. Maar 
wees bewus: in die verlede het mense 
wat gedink het die Schütz-week is 
dieselfde as „n Schützenfest teleurgesteld 
huiswaarts gekeer. 
 
Het die Schütz-week dalk iets met 
Schütz te doen? 
Presies. Die komponis Heinrich Schütz 
se naam dui die oorsprong van die 
Schütz-week aan, waaraan mens ook die 
doel daarvan kan aflei. Schütz, 
hoofsaaklik „n komponis van geestelike 
musiek met die Woord van God as 
middelpunt, is ook in ons kerkkore 
bekend, en sy motette (bv. Herr, wenn ich 
nur dich habe, Also hat Gott die Welt 
geliebt of selfs Verleih uns Frieden 
genädiglich) uit hierdie jaar se 
Sangfeesprogram is redelik populêr, met 
goeie rede. Uit die 40ste jaarverslag van 
die Suid-Afrikaanse Heinrich-Schütz-
Vereniging lees ons, dat die naam 
„Schütz“ verbind word met ‘n begrip 
waarbinne die geestelike en musikale as 
„n eenheid betrag word. Schütz se 
musiek word verstaan as „n klankge-
worde teksverklaring. Om sy werke te 
sing beteken om die Woord van God van 
nuuts af te leer ken. Elke jaar word 
Schütz en Bach se musiek in die program 
van die Schützweek opgeneem.  



14 

 
External Relations 

Hierdie jaar het ons van Schütz die 
werke Das ist je gewißlich wahr, asook 
Jauchzet dem Herrn, alle Welt uit sy 
laaste komposisie gesing. Van Bach het 
ons gesing Fürchte dich nicht, ich bin bei 
dir . Maar ook ander komponiste se 
werke is gehoor: Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy, Palestrina, Distler, Haydn, 
Kinzler en Tallis. 
 
Ek het gehoor mens sing heeldag?! 
Nee, nee, nee. Nie net nie. Tussen die 
oefensessies deur gebeur ook ander 
dinge. Die dag se verloop lyk soos volg: 
soggens om sewe-uur word mens wak-
ker gemaak met mooi koperblaasmusiek, 
agt-uur is oggend-oordenking en ontbyt. 
Die voormiddag-oefensessie van nege-

uur tot een-uur word onderbreek deur „n 
heerlike lemoen-pouse. Na „n heerlike 
middagete volg „n middagslapie tot om 
drie-uur, tyd vir koffie en koek. Daarna 
word weer „n oefensessie gehou tot om 
ses-uur die aand. Na aandete word weer 
geoefen tot om nege-uur. En dan kry die 
plek behoorlik lewe! … jongmense neem 
die plek op horings, (en dokumenteer 
dadelik hul kaskenades op Facebook) en 
die meer besadigdes ontmoet mekaar in 
die Weinstube, waar hulle voor „n kag-
gelvuurtjie sal sit en gesels oor politiek, 
wetenskap, geskiedenis, kultuur en al 
dies meer. Vermoeide egpare met jong 
kindertjies gaan klim gewoonlik reguit in 
die bed. 
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Tydens elke maaltyd sal iemand of „n 
groepie mense tafelmusiek opvoer (dus 
driemaal per dag!), op die linkerkantste 
foto sien mens kinders, wat „n 
musiekstuk opvoer wat hulle tydens die 
week onder bekwame leiding 
ingestudeer het. 
 
Aan die einde van die week word die 
Saterdagaand „n aandkonsert gehou 
(hierdie jaar in die Ev.Lutherse Kerk van 
ons sinode in Greytown), hoewel dit nie 
werklik „n konsert is nie, maar eerder „n 
geestelike afsluiting van die week se 
verrigtinge, „n musikale oordenking om 
alles wat tydens die week bestudeer is, 
te verinnerlik.  
 
En hulle sê daar was hierdie jaar meer 
Meyers as Johannesse? Wat?! 
Inderdaad. En hoewel sommige 
individue van die Meyer-familie hierdie 
dag al jare lank vooruit voorspel het, is 
meer besonderhede van hierdie 
onverwagte komplot nog nie bekend nie. 
Die familie Johannes het belowe om met 
hernude erns aandag aan hierdie saak te 
gee.  
 
En wat het dit nou alles met arme 
mense en klaviere uit te waai? 

Enigiemand wat „n klavier besit is glad nie 
arm nie. Inteendeel, so iemand word ryk 
geseën met geleenthede om ons 
geestelike en kulturele erfenis sy eie te 
maak. Om hierdie rede het ons sewe dae 
lank elke dag bymekaargekom rondom 
die klavier om die werke van die 
meesters in te studeer; hierdie jaar saam 
met „n uiters begaafde jong man, Markus 
Uhl van Heidelberg in Duitsland. Mnr Uhl, 
32 jaar oud, is kantor in Heidelberg en is 
dosent vir orrel improvisasie, Gregorianik 
en Liturgie, en ook betrokke by verskeie 
ensembles, kinder- en jeugkore, orrelspel 
en gevorderde opleiding van kerkmusici. 
 
Elke jaar word van die top musici soos 
Mnr. Uhl van Duitsland uitgenooi om die 
jaarlikse Schütz-week in Suid-Afrika te lei. 
Volgende jaar verwag ons weer vir Prof. 
Dr. Dr. hc. Christfried Brödel, Professor 
vir koorleiding aan die Hochschule vir 
Kerkmusiek in Dresden. Hy is baie 
populêr in Schütz-week-kringe … ons wil 
dus die volgende Schütz-week in 2011 
ten sterkste aanbeveel! Die diepe skat 
van wysheid en ervaring wat toeganklik 
gemaak word aan deelnemers van die 
Schütz-week is onbeskryflik en met geen 
geld ter wereld betaalbaar nie! 
 

Afsluitingskonsert in die Ev.Luth. Kerk te Greytown 
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Ongelukkig gaan baie van hierdie 
jaarlikse „eenmalige“ geleenthede by 
baie van ons mense verby, dierbare 
mense onder ons, wat waarskynlik nog 
meer entoesiasme aan die dag sou lê 
as diegene van ons wat alreeds 
hopeloos meegevoer is. Veral ons as 
koorleiers benodig altyd weer nuwe 
impulse en geleenthede om te kan 
groei, want ook ons kreatiwiteit stomp 
mettertyd af, sodat ons van elke week 

se herhalende gewoontes nie meer die 
volle spektrum van moontlikhede 
raaksien nie. 
 
 ĂWaar mense nog sing, kan jy maar 
gerus gaan bly, en waar die man van 
die huis sing, sal die vrou en kind dit 
waarskynlik ook doen. Dis „n verdere 
bonus wat die Schützwoche bied: „n 
familievakansie, goedkoop soos nêrens 
anders nie, binne die eie kerkfamilie. 

Pastorsó Convention 

30
th

 Pastors‟ Convention 
 
Panbult, 16th - 18th  August, 2010 
 
Pastor Klaus-Eckart Damaske 
 
How do you know that a Lutheran is 
charismatic? When he takes his hands 
out of his pockets. 
 
Whether we pastors became charismat-
ics, I don‟t know, but we did laugh a lot, 
and we were inspired by some stimulat-
ing suggestions. On the other hand, 
there were also serious contributions, 
discussion and evaluation. The pastors 
of FELSISA met in the fellowship of faith 
for the 30th pastors‟ convention in the 
hall of the Panbult congregation. A sin-
cere thank you to the host congregation 
for their generous hospitality during our 
stay with them. 
 
With the exception of four pastors, the 
remaining ten pastors and 2 „vicars‟ 
were all present. All these different per-
sonalities make for a picture rich in col-
our. That may be a good thing, because 
in this way we complement each other 
by the different characters, gifts and 
points of view. Apart from 2 bible text 
expositions, there were also a paper on  

 
 
racism in the church as well as sugges-
tions on how to deal with homosexuality. 
The input concerning building up the 
church is to be discussed further in the 
congregations, and the guidelines for 
ecumenical contacts are to be handed 
out. During the convention, under the 
able guidance of Bishop Dr Dieter Rein-
storf, important aspects about the „life 
norms‟ (communion fellowship) were 
tabled. It may be mentioned in regard to 
personnel aspects that Pastor Winterle, 
from our Brazilian sister-church, has 
been called to Cape Town; Pastor Josef 
Henning has accepted a call to the 
USA, and the bishop will be moving to 
Pietermaritzburg at the end of the year. 
 
The two vicars, who are undergoing 
their practical year, Tobias Ahlers and 
Helmut Paul, will have completed their 
examinations, and by the end of the 
winter holidays 2011 will be ready to be 
called into a congregation. A further 
item on the agenda was a report of the 
ILC Seminaries Conference, which dealt 
with „Lutheran Identity in a changing 
world‟. There was also feedback con-
cerning developments at the seminary 
in Pretoria, planning of the next conven-
tion and setting goals for the Synod. 
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Stof tot nadenke 

In all likelihood the next convention will be 
conducted in English when the pastor of 
the Diepkloof congregation will also be 
present. A meeting with the pastors of the 
LCSA may also take place in the future. 
 
The pastors were accommodated in the 
homes of different members, and con-

cluded the time together with a worship 
service and the celebration of communion.  
 
Two full days certainly were not sufficient 
to adequately cover all the aspects which 
were raised. We look forward to our next 
meeting and time we will spend together. 

(G)Een Woord tot nadenke? 
  
Pastor Matthias Albers  
  
Ek sit by my lessenaar en probeer vir die 
Oktoberuitgawe van ons gemeente se 
nuusbrief „n Woord rig aan die lesers, 
maar kry geen enkele idee waaroor om 
te skryf nie. Sedert 20 jaar het ek vir 
hierdie tyd van die jaar nog altyd die 
Aanneming as onderwerp gehad. Eintlik 
is die Aanneming meer as net „n 
onderwerp waaroor mens „n paar 
gedagtes neerpen en aanstuur vir die 
redaksie. Saam met die voorafgaande 
Voorstelling maak die Aanneming 
aanspraak op almal  -- ook op die 
Predikant ! Want ook vir hom is die  

 
 
 
Aanneming gewoonlik die spilpunt van 
alles in hierdie tyd, en dit kom heel bo-
aan op sy prioriteitslys. Want, so meen 
hy, word ook hyself deur die gemeente 
voorgestel, oftewel getoets, en hy wil tog 
nie „n gek maak van homself voor die 
gemeente nie. 
 
Maar hierdie jaar het ek vir die eerste 
keer in my ampstyd geen aanneem-
kandidate gehad nie, en gevolglik ook 
geen Voorstelling en geen Aanneming-
Sondag nie. Nou het ek onverwagte, 
onbeplande „vrye tyd“. Dit voel half 
ongemaklik!  
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Dis erg genoeg om nie eers „n Oktober-
onderwerp te hê om oor te skryf nie. 
Nou sit ek en wonder wat ek kan doen 
met hierdie „vrye tyd“. Is dit nie díe 
geleentheid waarvoor ek al so lank wag 
om iets nuuts te begin nie? Of sou dit 
beter wees om die In-Box op my 
lessenaar leeg te kry en agtergeblewe 
takies af te handel nie? Maar wat… ek 
kan nie te lank sit en wonder of ek moet 
besig raak met die toekoms of die 
verlede nie, want dan‟s my vrye tyd ook 
daarmee heen! 
  
Toe val die artikel my by, wat ek nou die 
dag in die Lutherische Kirche, die 
nuusbrief van die SELK, gelees hat, en 
neem die juiste uitgawe weer ter hand. 
Die onderwerp waaroor die artikel van 
die SELK se biskop, Hans-Jörg Voigt, 
handel, lui ñBeschleunigung kontra 
Glaubeò, oftewel vertaal „Versnelling vs. 
geloof“. Die outeur dink na oor die 
sogenaamde „Delirium furiosum“, die 
geestelike onrus wat die algaande 
versnelling van ons samelewing 
veroorsaak. Hy skryf: ĂOns moderne 
sameweling kan saamgevat word met 
die begrip ĂVersnellingñ. Toe die trein 
175 jaar gelede in Duitsland gebou is, 
het die versnelling van destyds heel 
nuwe dimensies begin aanneem. Op die 
7de Desember 1835 het die eerste trein 
van N¿rnberg na F¿rth gestoom, teen ón 
hele 30 Kilometer per uur! Dokters het 
destyds gewaarsku teen allerlei 
breinaandoenings, soos die 
sogenaamde ĂDelirium furiosumñ. 
 
Maar dit was net die begin! Hoeveel 
onrustiger het ons nie vandag 
geword nie, met die versnelling van 
tegnologie en informasiemedia? Alles 
moet gou gebeur! Stilstand is stagnasie! 
Doelgerig en doelgedrewe jaag ons die 
toekoms in. Wie probeer asem skep, 
loop gevaar om die trein mis te loop. In 

die waansinninge „Delirium furiosum“ 
van ons tyd gaan soek ons selfs in die 
Bybel na ondersteuning van hierdie 
verskynsel: „Die oue het vergaan, alles 
het nuut geword. Ons plaas ons hand 
aan die ploeg en kyk nie truwaarts nie. 
Ons vergeet wat agter ons is en kyk 
vorentoe; ons jaag en strewe doele 
naé“ Raak ons nie êrens hopeloos 
uitasem nie? Wonder ons nie in 
stilligheid, of die tyd oninhaalbaar 
weggevlieg het nie, en alles bloot „n 
gejaag na wind is nie?  
 
Dan val die volgende Sondag en die 
komende erediens my by. Kom ons 
enigsins agter, hoe ons ook hiervan 
vervreem raak deur die versnelling van 
ons lewenstempo? Dis dan bedoel om 
die godgegewe „vrye tyd“, sonder 
tydsdruk, te wees. Met God se kairos wil 
hy ons chronos-bepaalde tydsplan ont-
wrig en ons tot ruste bring. Heel doelbe-
wus buig God ons reguit, vooruitstre-
wende tydsbegrip om in ‟n sirkelvormige 
boog, wat ons telkemale teruglei na die 
een punt toe: die punt wat alle tyd 
bepaal, naamlik die Goeie Vrydag- en 
Paas-evangelie! In die bestendige her-
haling, herinnering en bevestiging van 
hierdie boodskap word die ware Alfa en 
omega van ons lewens betuig: Jesus 
Christus, gister en vandag, en ook in 
ewigheid! In hom kan ons asem skep en 
getuig: my tyd lê in u hande! Kort ons 
nie meer van sulke begenadigde vrye 
oomblikke nie? 
 
Ek kyk onwillekeurig op my horlosie. Dit 
bevestig aan my die versnelling van my 
tyd – en ek het nog steeds niks om oor 
te skryf nie! 
 
 Of het ek wel? 

Stof tot nadenke 
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Latest news 
 
Finance Commission of the       
FELSISA 
 
In June 2010 the Synodical Council of the 
FELSISA appointed a Finance Commis-
sion.  Under the chairmanship of Mr. Man-
fred Johannes (Pretoria) the following peo-
ple serve on the commission: Herbert 
Schulz (Kirchdorf), Wolfgang Beier 
(Durban), Berno Niebuhr (Pretoria), Harald 
Niebuhr (Lüneburg), Edmund Böhmer 
(Wittenberg), and Pastor Henry Niebuhr 
(Fairland).  
 
Although the Finance Commission re-
mains responsible to the Synodical Coun-
cil , the commission was appointed to re-
lieve the Bishop of most of his financial 
duties. Pastor Henry Niebuhr  was asked 
to prepare the synodical budget.  This he 
does in close collaboration with the treas-
urer of synod, Mr. Berno Neibuhr.   
 
Pastors and treasurers within Synod can 
contact Pastor Niebuhr at any time with  

 
 
 
their budget related questions (Tel. 011-
6782395. E-mail: htniebuhr@gmail.com). 
 
The Finance Commission was also tasked 
with, among other,  the following special 
assignments:  
 

Investigation of the “top-up fund” for pen-

sioners within synod to see whether the 
trend of growing expenses can be halted 
or reduced.  
 

Securing of home loans for Pastors in 

view of acquiring a house before retire-
ment. 
 

Temporary financial assistance to the 

families of pastors, if on accepting a call, 
the employed wife loses her source of in-
come. 
 

Revision of the present finance structure 

of synod. 

Signing of the “Associated 
Membership Agreement” of the 
Emmanuel Congregation, 
Diepkloof 
 
After the Synodical Convention of the FEL-
SISA, held  on 4-5 May 2010,  resolved to 
accept the Emmanuel Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, Diepkloof (Soweto) (EELC) 
as an “associated member” of the FEL-
SISA, the synodical council prepared an 
“Associated Membership Agreement”.  
 
In a grateful and festive atmosphere, the 
Agreement was signed on Monday, 26 
July 2010 in the church building of the 

EELC by Bishop Dr. D. Reinstorf and the 
chairman of  the executive committee of 
the congregation, Mr. H.K. Rachidi.  
 
With the signing of the Agreement the 
EELC with its approximately 2000 mem-
bers belongs to the FELSISA. The Agree-
ment is valid for an initial period of eight 
years. During this time effort is to be made 
that the EELC gains full membership.  
 
As “associated members” the EELC is 
exempted from officially paying levies to 
Synod, but has pledged to make “voluntary 
contributions”. The EELC will participate in 
structures of synod, yet without voting 
rights.  

Latest news 

mailto:htniebuhr@gmail.com
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St Thomas Congregation, 
Cape Town, calls Pastor        
Dr. Winterle 
 
As Bishop Dr. D. Reinstorf accepted a 
call by the Immanuel Congregation in 
Pietermaritzburg, the St Thomas congre-
gation in Cape Town extended an offi-
cial call to Pastor Dr. C.W. Winterle at a 
meeting of the congregation held on 20 
June 2010.  The call was accepted.  It is 
envisaged that Dr. Winterle will relocate 
to Cape Town in January 2011.  
 
Pastor Dr. Winterle belongs to the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Brazil (IELB), 
a partner church of the FELSISA. From 
1998-2006 Pastor Dr. Winterle served 
the IELB as its national president.  Dur-
ing this time he was also elected as the 
secretary of the International Lutheran 

Council (ILC) and from 2005-2006 
served as its vice-president.  In 2000 
and 2004 he was honoured with two 
doctor degrees from the Concordia Uni-
versity, Austin (Texas, USA) (Doctor of 
Law) and from the Concordia University, 
Irvine (CA, USA) (Doctor of Divinity) 
respectively. In 2006 he accepted a call 
by the  International Congregation - 
Uhuru Highway Lutheran Cathedral in 
Nairobi (Kenya).   
 
Serving as a pastor, missionary, radio 
speaker, teacher, seminary professor 
and church leader, Dr. Winterle  brings a 
wealth of experience with him. His minis-
try in South Africa will not be restricted 
to St Thomas congregation.  Dr. Win-
terle will continue to oversee and man-
age the TEE programme (Theological 
Education by Extension) under Por-
tugese speaking Christians in Anglo and      

 Mozambique.  This project enjoys   
 the support of both the IELB and  
 US Mission (The mission board  
 of the Lutheran Church Missouri  
 Synod). 
             
 Pastor Dr. Winterle was born on  
 20 July 1951 in Santa Crus do  
 Sul (Brazil).  He is married to  
 Lidia, neé Hasse.  They have  
 three children, Léo, Tatiana,  
 Paulo und one grandchild. The  
 grandson, Martin, died tragically  
 in November 2009.  
 
 The FELSISA hopes that the  
 wide ranging experiences of  
 Pastor Dr Winterle will profit and  
 enrich also its other congrega - 
 tions and pastors and that new  
 doors for outreach and mission  
 work will be opened. 

Pastor Dr.Winterle with his wife Lidia 
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Notices / Kennisgewings 

LCMS elects new president 
 

During the 64th regular Convention of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
(LCMS), Rev. Matthew C. Harrison was 
elected as the new national president, 
with Rev. Herbert Mueller as the 1st vice 
president.  The election took place on   
13 July 2010. The installation service 
was held on 11 September 2010 in St. 

Children„s Camp 

The Children„s Camp  
will be held in Wittenberg 

from Sunday 12 December  
at 16:00, until Tuesday  
15 December at 09:00.   

 
More Information available at:  

Mrs Ilma Lucht 

Telephone:  033 5010416 
Mobile: 082 4138645 

Fax: 086 5931075 
Email: ilma@saol.com 

Upcoming events 
 

Church Elders„ Conference  
5-6 Nov. (FELS)  

 
Youth Camp  

10-14 Dec. (Kirchdorf) 
 

Childrens„ Camp  
12-15 Dec. ( Wittenberg) 

 
Teenage Camp  

12-15 Dec. (L¿neburg) 

 
Next edition of  

FELSISA Witness 
 
 

Due to various logistical reasons  
(like pastors moving to new  

congregations)  the next edition  
of the FELSISA Witness will be  

in circulation early in 2011. 
 

Website:  www.felsisa.org.za  
 

Danksegging 

Anne-Marie Böhmer 

 *  30 Januarie 1926          + 1 Augustus 2010 
 

   Ons wil graag ons hartlike dank betoon vir al die liefde,  
talle oproepe en besoeke aan ons moeder en ouma in die dae  

voor haar dood, en inbesonder „n dank aan Pastor Michael Ahlers vir die  
gereelde en daaglikse ondersteuning aan haar. Ons dank ook vir al die vele  

blomme, kaartjies en SMS‟e na haar dood. „n Groot dank ook aan almal wat die  
teraardebestelling en gedenkdiens besonders gemaak het met  

hulle teenwoordigheid of deelname daaraan. 

Bernhard en Trautchen, Werner en Sylvia,  
Ingbert en Alida, Wilmar en Moni. 

mailto:ilma@saol.com
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A rare photograph  

During 8 -10 January 1938 a Church Conference was held (perhaps a historical 
Pastors„ Convention ?) Does anyone still remember the background of this 

conference, or even some of the pastors of those days?  

Front from left:   Mrs. Henning, Mrs Auguste Wrogemann, Mrs Mariechen Johannes 
(Salem), Missionary Christoph Johannes, Pastor Johannes, Missionary Heinrich Prigge, 

Missionary Schnell, Missionary Meister. 

 

Back from left: Missionary Henning, (Missionary Wrogemann?), Pastor Schwarz, Pastor 
Wiesinger, Missionary Bast, Pastor Bielefeldt, Missionary Wilhelm Weber,    ? ,  

Pastor Johannes Schnackenberg, Pastor Willi Reusch. 

Historical 

Om eenvoudig lief te hê 
  
Prof.Dr. Yolanda Dreyer,  
Dosent in Teologie by UP.   
 
Uit:  Beeld koerant  2010-08-22  
 
 

 

 Godsdiens is so oud soos die mens. 
Opgrawings bevestig dit. Biblioteke vol is 
daaroor geskryf. Godsdiens is ‟n ingewik-
kelde saak. Daar word eindeloos gere-
deneer in godsdienste en tussen godsdi-
enste, in kerke en tussen kerke, in die 
media en tussen individue. Of is dit werk-
lik so ingewikkeld?  



Stof tot nadenke 

As ‟n mens praat oor God en godsdiens, 
is daar sekerlik baie te sê. Stry oor God, 
oor die uitleg van heilige geskrifte, oor 
kerklike leerstellings, oor reg en verkeerd. 
Maar as ‟n mens praat met God en 
probeer doen wat God wil, is dit eintlik 
heel eenvoudig. Jesus word gevra: “Rabbi 
(leermeester, u wat kennis het oor wat 
God wil), wat is die grootste gebod in die 
wet (wat behoort mense te doen as hulle 
God wil dien)?”  Hy antwoord: “God liefhê 
met jou alles: hart (emosies en gevoel), 
siel (geestelike sy van menswees), ver-
stand (rasionele breinkrag) en kragte 
(alles waartoe jy in staat is). En net so 
belangrik, gelyk hieraan, die tweede saak: 
“Jou naaste liefhê soos jouself”.  
Twee riglyne. Tweemaal liefhê. Een-
voudig. 
 
Maar om hierdie eenvoudige riglyne te 
volg is nie so eenvoudig nie. Hoe het ‟n 
mens ‟n God lief wat jy nie kan sien nie? 
Jy weet nie eens of God bestaan nie. As 
God bestaan, is God in elk geval te groot 
vir jou verstand.  
 
Selfs moeiliker nog: hoe het ‟n mens an-
der mense lief soos jouself? Hulle is nie 
altyd so “liefhêbaar” nie. En wat as jy 
jouself ook nie juis liefgehê kry nie? 
ñDamaged people are dangerous. They 
know they can survive.ò  Woorde uit ‟n 
ouerige rolprent, Damage, met Juliette 
Binoche en Jeremy Irons. ‟n Beskadigde 
vrou gaan aan met haar lewe, doen wat sy 
moet doen om te kry wat sy wil hê. Ten 
koste van ander. Sy los ‟n spoor van ver-
woesting. 
 
Die meeste mense is seker maar op die 
een of ander manier beskadig. Die pynlike 
skaam wees vir ‟n alkoholis-pa of pilver-
slaafde ma. Fisiek verniel – oormatige 
slae of seksuele molestering. Emosioneel 
verniel – altyd kritiek, jy was nooit goed 
genoeg nie.  Of armoede – ‟n mensonter-

ende ervaring. Of ryk ouers wat geen aan-
dag gegee het nie. ‟n Begaafde broer of 
suster in wie se skaduwee jy tweede be-
ste, minderwaardig gevoel het. Miskien 
het jy by die skool uitgestoot of dom 
gevoel.  Dalk sou ‟n waardige beroep ge-
help het om waardigheid te herwin. Dokter 
of dominee. Maar die geld was nie daar 
nie. Of die punte. 
 
Skade kom op baie maniere – groot en 
klein. Om te oorleef, hulself te handhaaf, 
te probeer beter voel, doen mense wat 
hulle nodig het om te doen. Dikwels ten 
koste van ander. Magspeletjies word ‟n 
lewenstyl. Wie die mas nie opkom as 
“baas” in die buitewêreld nie, speel mag-
speletjies in gesinne (dikwels met geweld) 
en in die kerk, die laaste bastion. 
 
Wapens en magspeletjies in die kerk: oor-
deel en veroordeel, verwerp, aanval en 
aankla, neersien op dié wat “benede” jou 
is. En ‟n eindelose gestry oor God, die 
Bybel, dogma en etiek.  Die indruk wat dit 
wek: Kerk is lelik. ‟n Mens wil nie daar 
wees nie. Godsdiens is ingewikkeld. ‟n 
Mens kan nie kop of stert daarvan uitmaak 
nie. Maar hoef dit so te wees? Stry oor 
God is sekerlik lelik. Baie praat oor God is 
sekerlik ingewikkeld. Soveel hoofde, 
soveel sinne. Maar praat met God en 
doen wat God wil, is eenvoudig: tweemaal 
liefhê.  
 
Met God word ‟n beskadigde mens heel. 
Verlos van skaamte, skande en minder-
waardigheid. Bevry van jou grootword.  
Versoen met jou medemens.  Vry van 
jouself is vry om lief te hê. Want wie waar-
dig voel, kan waardig optree en mede-
mense menswaardig behandel.  Heel 
mense, heel verhoudings, ‟n heel kerk, ‟n 
heel wêreld.  
 
Onmoontlik? Eintlik eenvoudig: tweemaal 
liefhê. Dis wat God vra.  
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