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Devotion

Pastor Dr Carlos W. Winterle, Cape Town

AJesus said to
children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God
bel ongs to such as
(The parallel text of Luke 18:15 reads:
APeopl e wer e babiesto
Jesuso) .

This is a well-known text 8 we know it
by heart, and we love children. But
very seldom do we stop to think about
what Jesus means wi
t hem. 0o

The parents were willing to bring their
children to Jesus, but the disciples
rebuked them. Maybe they thought
the children would bother Jesus &
after all, the Master had so much to
do! In any case, so went their think-
ing: adults enjoy priority, children
only make a noise and disturb the
concentration.

Nowadays, people hinder children
coming to Jesus
them to Holy Baptism as soon as
possible. Martin Luther was baptized
when he was only one day old! And
Luther thanked God that he was only
in the hands of the devil for one single
day 6 that the day after he was born,
he was put in the gracious hands of
Jesus through Holy Baptism.

People hinder children coming to
Jesus when they do
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church and to Sunday School. Jesus
sai d: ABaptise t hen
them. o ( Mat 20).eReople 8 : !
hinder children coming to Jesus when

t harh:ey Ldbndthehalviet tplaet i

they make some noise during the

Divine Service, and some parents

dtomds e evelMabki ©g: Liher
because they might bother others.
besngi maot ed Psal
lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise. o0
children and promises His Kingdom to
them. He died for the children as well.
In fact, He praised the faith of the
childrenfseleraltimest hi nder

m

A study dealing Wi
evangelization says that 1/3 of the
world population is under the age of
15. This means that there are 760
million Christian children in the world

0 children in Christian families. What
are we doing for them? Will we lose
this generation or will we preserve
them in the Christian faith? (If you are
able to, watch the following video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Vij_ROChyc8). Many churches in

w h eBurope larel pthed pane8 are Heaornimgg

Aol d aged <churches:
children or youth anymore, and very
few young couples. They have lost a
generation, and the church buildings
have been sold and converted into
restaurants and social halls.

While the church is still using very
traditional methods to teach the
Biblical truths to children, modern
média ik r afferigg thbusandst af


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vtj_R0Chyc8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vtj_R0Chyc8

Introducing the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation

entertaining options, some of which
are only enticing violence and
promiscuity. Everyone wants a cell
phone or a tablet to surf the internet
with, even small children. But what are
they accessing? How can the church
nurture our children in such a way,
that they will grow in their baptismal

faith and can discern what is good and
what is bad in all of this mass of
communication?

Jesus still loves the children, our
children, all the children around the
wor |l d! Letbdébs share
children at home, at the church, and at
Sunday School. Much has been done in

our congregations thanks to the
faithful work of Sunday School
teachers and church leaders. What
more can we do and how can we do it
better? | dondt have
rai sing these questi
raise our awareness of this issue.

We have Godds promi s«
in the way he should go, and when he

is old he will not turn from

ito (Proverbs 22:6) .
living examples of this truth, as we
became Christians as children. Let us

alsb ebsng sud childev ® Jesus.rHe o u r
will bless them and take care of them,
because HE LOVES THE CHILDREN!

Introducing the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation,

Arcadia (ELC)

Imke Beier, Pretoria

You are all sons of God through faith
in JesuséThere is
Greek, slave nor free, male nor
female, for you are all one in Christ.
- Galatians 3:26,28

All are welcome at the Evangelical
Lutheran Congregation (ELC) in
Arcadia, Pretoria. Although we are
linguistically and culturally diverse, we
are ONE IN CHRIST!

Unity in diversity is our reality at the

ELC with congregants coming from as
far afield as Ethiopia, the USA, and
South Sudan and closer to home from
Tanzania, Zambia and Botswana.

Many of our South African congre-
gargsi share rin  the wichn lautheran
history of their home provinces of
Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North West
and KwaZulu-Natal.

Rising out of a need to provide a
spiritual home for the Lutheran

Theological Seminary (LTS) students
in the year 2000, the congregation was
started by Bishop Weber and by the
grace of God began to grow, as
Confessional Lutherans from all over
South Africa and the world found a

spiritual home here. We are grateful to

Bishop Weber for allowing us to

worship on the campus of the LTS.



Introducing the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation

From 2007 until 2012, we were
blessed to have Pastor Axel Witten-
berg, his wife Mareike and daughter
Sophie in our midst. Under their care
and guidance the congregation grew
even more and
was officially
constituted in
2009. A variety of
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As the time drew Tzf,kcLobUSc}e Tee,
nearer for Pastor
Wittenberg  and
his family to return to Germany, there
was much uncertainty surrounding the
future of our congregation. We could,
however, rest assured that God had a

plan for us!
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We are thankful to Him for granting us

such a smooth transition and for
providing us with a new pastor. No
sooner had Pastor Wittenberg left
when Pastor Nathan Mntambo arrived

to shepherd the congregation. Pastor
Mntambo, his wife Nokulunga and

their daughters Benzile and Esethu
were all familiar faces, as Pastor
Mntambo teaches at the LTS and has
been a member of the ELC since its
inception.

On any given Sunday you will hear
rich, traditional Lutheran hymns

juxtaposed with vibrant African
choruses. It is a joy to worship
together at the ELC. In 2012 the ELC
became an associate member of the
FELSISA and we now join our fellow
Confessional
Lutherans in
proclaiming
Godbs Word
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We are blessed
to have many
young people
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children who
are taught by a dedicated team of
congregants with the help of some of
our teens and the Deaconesses who are
studying at the Seminary. Our Teen
Youth group has between 10 and 12
members and meets once a month on
a Saturday for fellowship and to learn
more about Godos
applies to their daily lives. Our Student
Youth group has around 20 members
and meets several times a month to
sing together and enjoy fellowship.

Wo r

Pastor Mntambo has a steady stream

of Confirmation Cl as
and Womends Leagues
Church activities and also get together

to study Godébés Word.
God we are building a community and,

God willing, will begin to reach out

into the community around us!



Introducing the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation

Located on the Campus of the
Seminary in Arcadia, the ELC is
perfectly situated for outreach into the
surrounding area.

May God grant that we are able to
serve and reach out to those around
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us, so that His Kingdom may grow!

We welcome you to the Evangelical
Lutheran Congregation, Arcadia when

next youdbre in Pretol
and cel ebrate Godos
with us! ]
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50 Years of

Pastor Helmut Straeuli, Durban

On2BtJuly the St
tion celebrated
Members of the FELSISA had been
gathering in the Durban area for a lot
longer, but the actual constituting of
the congregation took place on 21st
June 1963.

In terms of the history of the church
50 years is only like the blink of an eye,
but we believe that it is important to
use opportunities like this to remem-
ber what God has done in our midst,
and to thank him. That was our
intention, and that is

what we did. We planned
a combined service for
the celebration, and are
grateful that Pastor
Werner Kohne [see
inset], a previous pastor
of the congregation, was
able to preach in the
service. At the close of
the service a few
speeches were held,
remembering what has been. These
were followed by a few words of
greeting and good wishes.

Here are some of the impressions of

St

50 Years St P eWestvilld s i

Peter YWestlmngr

P e tyeans Gve fac€ed, nrgimgetqy aneet our
i t Obadgetsiaridtheécante belf suppariing.e r s a

It is most encouraging to see how our
congregation has over the years been
able to adapt relatively well to the new
South Africa and is today blessed with
many young couples and their
children, of all races, to share the
Lorddés Word with us.
see that our initial toil has today

yielded such a thrivi
- Hans Beier

AiThe 50 year ju

St Peterds Congr

a testimony to the very
special sense of community
and fellowship that we are
privileged to enjoy in this
congregation. Everyone,
young and old, participated
enthusiastically, both in
preparation for this day
and in the service. We were
blessed to have so many
guests with us to celebrate this
occasion and give thanks to our
Heavenly Father for the blessings He
has bestowed on our congregation over
the past 50 years. After the service we

members of St Pet e redjsyedaablightl lunch vhhie thk dsass

band pl ayed a few p
AfAs one of the ol délsrg. members in the
congregation, our recent 50th

Anniversary Celebration was for me
the culmination of the many difficult

May God continue to bless our
congr egat-iRaph Sanréder



50 Years St PeWestvilé s i n Dur ban

i St Peterds C 0 n g r eng ast Wwedkmew hédldearcteurch service
Westville is our extended family ... it = in a cellar! Back in Durban our place of
was like coming home when we (the worship had moved to Westville, with
Prior family) were transferred to  a beautiful church building on the hill
Durban about 15 years ago, after with a very special organ and the bell
spending time in Pretoria, Pieterma- that welcomes us into church every
titzburg, Weza, Sabie, Eshowe and Sunday.
then back to Durban where my
childhood started. Looking at the different photos that |
collected these last few months, | see
Sitting in the church in Westville on  how the people have come together to
the day of the 50th celebration and cel ebr ate and Il i sten
having tried to collect photographs of = With the help of these visual remind-
the last 50 years, many memories ers, we can see how vibrant and active
come flooding back. At first, when | the members have been and have had
was still very, very young, church here the opportunities to come together to
in Durban meant going to places of | i ve out Godds Word
wor ship we Abor r oweappsandfdowosiife brindseWweshava s
we had no church we called our own. much to be thankful for, and thank
Then the great move to an old, big God for His blessings He has bestowed
house in Rossburgh. This was a unique on us, His congregation, here in
place we called our church, since no Dur ban. 0 -MargretPrior m
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Sinodale Jeugdag en Koperblaasorkes fees 2013

Sinodale Jeugdag en Koperblaasorkes fees in Uelzen

Alexander Johannes, Pretoria (Vertaling: Pastor Klaus -Eckart Damaske)

Die 70ste Jeugdag op Saterdag 22 ontbyt nog steeds toegerol was terwyl
hulle vir die opwarmingssessie in die
groot tent opgedaag het. Die diens is

Junie het onder die Woord uit

Kolossense 3:1 gestaan:As julle dan
saam met Christus opgewek is, soek
die dinge daarbo waar Christus is en

aan die regterhand van God sit .

Vir Vrydag was al mal aa
een keer vir finale kooroefening byeen
te kom. Sekerlik sal elke jeugdige
getuig dat hulle besonders daarna
uitgesien het om na omtrent 500 km

se reistog nog vir die oefening aan te
tree terwyl hulle stemme dan reeds na
geklets in die motor opgewarm was.
Nee, waarlik dis nie maklik om almal

onder een hoed te kry en vir sang te
begeester nie. So wil ons sommer hier
reeds vir die koorleier, Bernhard

Bohmer, vir sy insette en geduld van
harte bedank.

Saterdag 1 Jeugdag! Die dorpie
Uelzen is alombekend vir sy koue
wintertemperature. Nie verbasend was
dus dat menigte jong mense na die

ingelei deur koperblaas-klanke en
jeugdige stemme wat in die kanon
ingeval het: Die hemele vertel die eer
van God. Oor Kol 3:2-4 het Pastor
Michael Ahlers gepreek, waarna hy
tesame met Pastor Helmut Paul as
nuwe jeugleraars ingeseén is. Vir sy
getroue diens deur al die jare is ook
die Pastor Matthias Albers bedank.

Na die pouse het die individuele
jeugkore van die gemeentes
Wittenberg -Panbult, Pretoria, Durban

-Pietermaritzburg, Greytown,

Kirchdorf en Lineburg hulle musiek -
kunste ten toon gestel. Die program is
opgevol g met il

gt e



Sinodale Jeugdag en Koperblaasorkes fees 2013

die gesamentlike koor en gemeente
gesing is.

Op die nabygeleé sportvelde is die

die doderyk. Die Woord is verder
uitgelé in sy preek en is gedra deur

gepasde gesange. Die hooferediens is

afgerond deur die alombekende

namiddag deur die gebruiklike ver wer king van
fiPol onai sed0 geopenpl ged od g whendreo di e
ifvensterdaanso. Daarna i s di e

toeskouers vermaak met die
onderskeie sportnommers soos die
jeugspanne teenmekaar meegeding
het. As wenners uit die stryd het
getree: DAMES: Vollyball - Arcadia;
ball-oor-die-tou - Arcadia; MANS:
Touchrugby - Kirchdorf; Vollyball -
Arcadia; medisyne bal-oor-die-tou -
Wittenberg; en as hoogtepunt het in
die nommer toutrek, Lineburg met die
louere weggestap.

Die sinodale jeugdag is afgesluit in die
ker k me t 6n besi
proponent Heinz Histermann. Daarna
het van di e
partytjie in Glencoe tot laat in die nag
baljaar.

Sondag i1 Sinodale Koperblaas -
orkes fees . Hierdie
jaar het die 84ste fees
onder die leiding van die
hoofdirigent Mnr Harry

Johannes en
ondervoorsitter  Mnr

Heinz Niebuhr gestaan.
Pastor Kurt Bohmer
plaas die gebeure onder
die Woord uit Opb 1:18
Ek was dood en, kyk, Ek
lewe tot in alle
ewigheid; en Ek het die
sleutels van die dood en

10
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Na die pouse het kore van Lineburg,
Wittenberg, Panbult, Johannesburg en
Pretoria die program met hulle

onderskeie bydraes gevul. Verder het
die gesamentlike koor musiek
voorgedra wat tot die kerklike jaar
gepas het. En soos gebruiklik, is ook
medaljes vir getroue diens deur biskop
Reinstorf verdeel

hoé noot afgesluit met die glorieryke
verwerking van JS

U, met engele- e n
as dit kon die fees nie geéindig het nie!
k e gedagt e van

6n Hartl i ke dank

j e u g ddergeerge ten Uajzen, bNewcaétle en
Vryheid wat gesamentlik die fees
aangebied het. Ook ander persone wat
tot die sukses bygedra het, word van
harte bedank. (]

JS Bac

D
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me n s d thetan g € 0
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The History of the FELSISA

The History of the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in
South Africa (FELSISA) Part 2

President (emeritus) Peter Ahlers, Hillcrest

The German background as described
in the previous edition of the FELSISA
Witness, which lead to the founding of
FELSISA, has to be completed by the
situation in South Africa and further
developments in Germany, before the
actual history of the FELSISA can be
described.

Mission Concept

It is important to note that Pastor

Ludwig Harms, the director of the

Hermannsburg Mission, had a special
concept to spread the Gospel, which he
realised especially in South Africa. It
consisted of not just sending mission-
aries, but also what he called
icol ond sfarmeds, craftsmen,

artisans and persons from other
occupations.

Harms wanted them to perform two
tasks: Firstly they where to assist with
the support of the missionaries. They
should provide them with food and
other things they needed. At the same
time they should set an example to the
indigenous population. They should
form Christian congregations and
show the people in their area, how they
|l ived as Godds sav

Therefore the founding and existence
of the German speaking congregations
in South Africa, which came about

11

edismis$ed | fdome office by

through the Hermannsburg Mission,
were from the very beginning not only
for the spiritual nourishment of their

own members, but at the same time
with a strong emphasis to mission
under the indigenous population.

During the first decades the pastor of a
congregation of the German immi-
grants in South Africa usually served
as a missionary as well. He conducted
the services in German and held
additional services in the native
language. And the native language
speaking part of his congregation was
at times a lot larger than the German
speaking one. The awareness of the
mission situation is still an important
aspect in the life of the congregations
of FELSISA, and its members are very
much aware of this as their task.

Developments in Germany

To understand the further develop-
ment in South Africa, we first have to
look at what happened in the Kingdom
of Hannover in Germany again. There,
a group of faithful Lutheran pastors,
who also had close ties to the
Hermannsburg Mission, had been
the
rationalistic State Church
AConsistoriumo
reasons. And when in protest to this
decision more than 2 000 members

for



The History of the FELSISA

followed them, they founded the
Hanoverian Evangelical Lutheran Free
Church (HELFC). That happened in
1878.

Ludwig Harms had passed away in the
meantime, and his brother Theodor
Harms had become his successor as
director of the Hermannsburg
Mission, which was an independent
fiprivateo undert aki
was also one of the dismissed pastors.
As most of the members of the newly
formed HELFC were also supporters of
the Hermannsburg Mission, it now
had a fAfreechurchl
was also evident in that only
missionaries belonging to the HELFS
where sent to South Africa. Even when
they came from State Church
congregations, they had to become
members of the Free Church before
going into the mission field. Therefore
the formation of the Hanoverian
Lutheran Free Church had no negative
impact on the mission field in South

THE FELSISA CROSS

FELSI SAQ
was designed
after the Celtic
Cross and
consists of a
cross with a ring
of rays around
it The cross
refers to the
death of the
Lord Jesus Chris
at the cross on
Good Friday, with which he has
achieved the redemption for all
mankind. The ring of rays illustrates H
resurrection from the dead on Easte
morning, which heralds the

resurrection of all, who believe in Him.

The cross with its ring of rays therefo
symbolises the most important of thg
owonders of Godo
salvation. To proclaim them in all
clarity is the task of FELSISA.

= m

e
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Africa including its German speaking
congregations, as everything was so to
speak-cthfureédl y. 0

Only twelve years later where there
consequences in South Africa because
of the developments in Germany.
When the Hermannsburg Mission,
under its new director Egmond Harms
(son of Theodor Harms) for reasons of
financial support, tried to come to a
regulated relationship with the State
Church and in 1890 signed an
agreement with this church, which
resulted in pulpit and altar fellowship

12

between the Hanoverian State Church
(HSC) and the Hermannsburg
Mission. This situation was unbearable
for the Free Church, whose members
now found themselves, via the Mission
Society, in fellowship with the HSC,
which had dismissed its pastors and to
which they objected for all the reasons
already mentioned. As a result the
HELFC withdrew from the

Hermannsburg Mission and founded a
new Lutheran Mission which became
known as the Bleckmar Mission.

(A



Founding of FELSISA

The pulpit and altar fellowship
situation also applied to the settler
congregations in South Africa, and
there were very grave concerns in this
regard among its members and the
missionaries. Especially Pastor Gustav
A. Stielau in Kirchdorf and the
congregations of Bergen (Pastor H.
Christoph Johannes) and Lineburg
(Pastor Christoph Heinrich Gevers)
tried everything to have the Agreement
withdrawn by the Hermannsburg
Mission.

But when it became clear, that this
would not happen, the congregations
of Bergen and Luneburg founded the
Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in
South Africa (FELSISA) on September
13, 1892, which was joined by the
Kirchdorf Congregation a few month

The History of the FELSISA
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later (on 13 February 1893). (Because

of the close connection with the
Lutheran Free Church in Hanover, the
AFreeo al so became
FELSI SAd6s name, whi c
not make any sense in South Africa
which never had any
against which one would have to name
onesel f fAfree. 0)

To be continued. n

Herzliche Einladung zum Kinderlager 2013 !
12 - 15 Dezember in Shelly Beach
Thema: Engel

———
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2.& 3. Kind R300

Anmeldungsformulare werden Anfangs November an alle Gemeinden verschickt.
Erika Bohmer (034) 3931230; E-mail: boehmer.erika@gmail.com




Lutheran Preaching - Part 2

Lut heran Preaching iIis ©°Prese

Pastor Daniel J. Schmidt, Gro3 Oesingen, Germany (Translation: Pastor Toby Ahlers)
2. Present Tense Preaching will go home with a feel-good emotion
and some joy in their heart. He also
\Wads dome pfrhis pvenr thoyghts and
ptipsehatanhyi ba tgelpful formaily tifée. e

Preaching Godds
means Apresenceod
previous issue we saw that there are
two aspects to this: it refers to God Other sermons use something like a
being Apresent o i nimetmachine toe@et aoooss, this greae .
Godds presence amodiigviwe. wHenagHhne:
Word is preached, just as we are are secretly scoping out Jericho with
present in His Word, exactly the same Joshua (or: along with the people of

we C

as the first hearers.

On t he ot her
preaching also indicates the present
tense. The church is not like a person
who has grown old and only thinks
back to what once was. We preach in
the presence of the people who hear
us, with their concerns, fears, and
hopes. And in a way that they
understand it. We preach what God
has done in the past because it still
applies to us today. After all, He did it
for us.

Now our daily situation is often far
removed from that of Abraham or
Rachel or James or Paul. And many
interpreters think that there is a huge
abyss between us and them. One that
modern man cannot cross. Some
sermons, therefore, only draw a few
pleasant thoughts from a Bible text.
The preacher hopes that the listeners

14

|l srael, wedr e now
river of Babylon). This can certainly

a

hanbdexcitingipr esencebod

-
:’\ TOday‘

We f eel l' i ke webre
must have been like back then. But
strictly speaking, this is simply a trick:

we coul dnot be more
ancient Jericho wearing our blue
jeans and T-s hi rt s. Wedr e
Jews in exile, far from their home, no
longer able to celebrate the worship
service as God Himself ordained it &

e



we are, after all, sitting in the middle
of a worship service.

Lutheran Preaching - Part 2

This obviously corresponds to the
nature of the Word of God. There is a

relevancy here that

Then there is the tennis match any words that come from the heart
method: The sermon jumps between o r t he mi nd of peo
the past and the present, back and preach old texts that somehow still
forth. This is not wrong. Both past have meaning for our culture.
and present belong to the history of Whenever t he preach
God with His people. Butitcan make messenger speaks God
the listener tired & just as a spectator thatisGodds own Vvoi ce

at a tennis match, who concentrates
to keep his eye on the ball.

the pulpit. There God Himself judges

the sin in our lives in the same way

He will judge at Judgment Day. There

He speaks forgiveness today which

will be valid on the Last Day. There a
piefrhs asn 6iss heaelagsda dcame
haudened ¢ this aldo délangs toitlse a |
realm of Goddés effic
this shows us hawacongaglictoryfitriso m
rfor peaple tb think tHatRfwe preacised
wordi siGédé6s Wor d, it
only become God®és Wor d
someone, when it speaks to them in a

What does Paul say about the faith of
Abraham, which was counted to him
as righteousness?
for our sake, 0 bec
to be counted to us as righteousness,
Afwho believe in hi
the dead Jesus ou
4:24) Here the apostle interpreters a
Word of God that was written long
ago. And this Word becomes signifi-

cant for the lives of the people to special way.
whom he writes. In the same way, the
writer to the Hebrews summarizesthe The reason for this

Word is that the Word became flesh.
Jesus Christ is the living Word of
God. The Word, by which God created
That &s Apresent 0 pevegthicgh Asnilde: saye rf pHinmesélf:n -
ing what God has done and said, so iBef ore Abraham was,
that it becomes meaningful to our life  8:58) The Word that will remain
today. And addr es s toevert Wherawe deseive tlsissWoel 5t |
such a way that what God says is dwells in us & and we have what it
relevant. This way, a good sermon can promises: justification, forgiveness
address the temporal interval while at  and eternal life. Then we have already
the same time preaches entirely inthe & here in the present & been set free
present. on Godds Judgment

whole history of God with His people
in the old covenant (Hebrews 11).

n
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Lutheran Preaching - Part 2

This is something very exciting. Much
more exciting than imagining that we
are gathering manna in the desert in
the early morning with the Israelites,
or bringing down the walls of Jericho
with our trumpets. This is about our
very existence. We deserve death. And
we cannot escape it. But Christ comes

to pull us out of
preacher, who starts his sermon
preparation by translating the

original text and looks carefully at
how the individual words are related,
will  frequently discover exciting
features. For example: a sermon on
the shipwreck in Acts 27,13ff. Paul is
taken as a prisoner on a ship to Rome.
The ship hits a storm in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, and runs aground on a

anticipate dying. But they all safely
reach the island.

Here you can speak about how
miraculously God saves from mortal

danger. But how amazing is it to
realise that itds

the others what to do. He has heard it
froemh &od] who n dutsanksn calll tthie .
Roman officers and even the forces of
nature. And how exciting is it that 275

other people are saved from death
because of this one man, this one man
the soldiers wanted to kill, so he
couldndt escape.

If a preacher discovered these
nuances in his study, he can draw
conclusions from them and take them

t

sandbank off the island of Malta. The t o t he pul pi t: i God

sailors and the Roman soldiers all f ear , 0 or iHe who tr
4EA 1 BT O00I
0AOI AO A

00AAAEAO

j -1 OAEA ET
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i s never alone. 0
figuratively of the  shipwrecks

everyone endures in their life. And

that God still saves them and gets
them through it over and over. But he

can also let the hearers discover these
nuances for themselves in the course
of the sermon, just as he discovered
them in his study a few days earlier.
That God acts here 6 against all

expectations. That God turns the
ranks of authority upside -down. Just

as we think we have been left to
helplessly face the music alone. Here
the punch line (that what none of us

could expect) can finally dawn on the

hearer: that God wants to save us!
And that He therefore keeps this

decaying, dying world around & so
that we and many others still have the

chance to hear the Gospel and be
numbered among the elect.

Finally, Apresento
something to do with the fact that the
hearer remains focused. This takes
work from both the hearer and the
preacher. The hearer can help his
concentration by reading the sermon
text beforehand at home (if available);
by asking the Holy Spirit for attentive-
ness; and by getting into the habit of
banishing all other thoughts that
clutter the mind.

What about the preacher? He can
learn from the best orators of all time:
to speak clearly. To speak with clear
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proHunciatian aton follovs geardikes of
thought, and to set clear goals. And to
make use of rest periods inbetween,
where he summarises in one sentence
what he just explained. Here he can
pick the hearer up again before
moving on.

APre
God,
pres

aching i n t he
Apreaching for
nt , o and Apr ecé
present 0 ttogethereadl these
ensure that the pree
hold a lecture, but actually addresses
his congregation directly. Some need
to have the complete manuscript in
front of them, and yet, with ever
increasing practice, they manage to
not read to the congregation, but
speak to her. Some preachers, with a
bit of practice, manage to use only an
outline or keywords, to speak very
freely. And even experiences that God
givpsr bira cworidsn gvhich Ihado noh a s
previously occurred to him 0
specifically for those he sees sitting
under the pulpit at the time. Because
Godobs message for
entrusted to him. Thus he learns that
in all the work he puts into each
weekos ser mon prepall
him that speaks, but God. And
rejoices every Sunday over and over
again that he gets to share this Good
News.

0
e
e

t

Where this happens, the ser-

monds going tombe go



New Leadership of Teenager Organisation

I n Conversat.

Teenager Organisation of the FELSISA

This time around we spoke to the new leadership of the Teenager Organisation
of the FELSISA: Gerhard and Carmela Weber as well as Pastor Martin Paul.

We t hank them for

important work with our children and youth!

Gerhard and Carmela Weber
(New Teenager Parents)

A brief introduction of yourselves:

We are currently members of the
English congregation in Pretoria, the
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation,
Arcadia . [See pages 46.] We are both
self-employed and are parents of two
teenagers, Miriam and Kai. We look
forward to fulfilling this responsibility
within the FELSISA.

What are the duties of the Teenager
Parents?

We see our role as providing teenagers
with support by arranging Teenager
Camps, where they are able to get to
know fellow Christians better. This will

18

on withuy The
the interview and
enable them to exp

and through His power win over
others to the faith in Jesus Christ as
our Saviour.

What & personally ¢ is important to
you as Teenager Parents?

It is important to us to provide a home
to all teenagers in the Church of Jesus
Christ. It is a priority to us, especially
at the annual Teenager Camp, to
facilitate discussions about
what the Bible teaches us
about Godods
despite any temptations
along the way.

How can we support you
in your work? What can
we pray for?

Please support our work by
doing the following:
1 Invite friends and
Sunday service and to the

Teenager Camp in December!

(Please see the Great Commission

in the last chapter of the Gospel of

Matthew).

1 Pray for

SpPONSors.

willing helpers and
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New Leadership of Teenager Organisation

Pastor Martin Paul discussions, bible studies and

(New Teenager Pastor) devotions in line with the theme. Every
Teenager Camp ends with a Divine

Can you please briefly introduce Service 8 whenever possible in a

yourself: nearby congregation of the FELSISA.
Since September 2012 | have been a What 7 persona"y d is important to
Pastor at St Paul Gsuinthi9Wotk? egat i on in
Arcadia, Pretoria and enjoy working

with people & both young and old. Faith is never just a private matter,

that can be lived apart from others.
What are the duties of the synodical Faith prospers in fellowship, centred
Teenager Pastor? around Jesus Christ. That is why it is

of utmost importance to be where
Every year at least one Teenager Camp jesus Christ is proclaimed. This
takes place. The theme of these happens after baptism in the
Teenager Camps need to be planned congregation, for example in Sunday
and prepared. We try to find themes = School and confirmation classes. Thus
that are relevant afoRidg faith@dgiow Gifould Yal8oubke h -
Last year the topic of the camp was encouraged and assisted when
AWhat is Truth?0 Wehi#dnareiathdrteengd hol d

How can individuals support the
work of the Teenager Organisation?

Please bring the children of your
congregation to the Teenager Camp, so
that they can be strengthened in their
faith in Jesus Christ and also grow in
the fellowship of their faith with other
teenagers.

What can we pray for regarding the
Teenager Organisation?

That God may guide the work of the
FELSISA Teenager Organisation
according to His will and that the
teenagers as well as all of us of are
“R* brought time and time again to Jesus
0AOOT O 0AOI AO EEGhristiaodardl ACET W
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Children and Mission

Children and Mission! Children at Home and in Church

Pastor Dr Carlos Walter Winterle, Cape Town

Pastor Winterle presented a paper at
this year 0s
Impalabos, Hoedspruit. He shares
some of the main points of his
presentation with us:

How do some people
see children?

Some imagine a child is like an empty
bottle of water, and you have to fill it.
Others imagine it is like a sponge that
absorbs everything around it. Can you
mould a child as you mould clay? Or is

a child a #Atabul a
Some | ook at t hem
ii ncompl ete adul ts
t hat children

creatures, who have no understanding.
For some elderly people, they are just a
source of noise that bothers them.

All these perceptions influence the
educational methods we employ,
which affect the way we deal with
children in the church and in Sunday
School.

What does the Bible say
about children?
How does God see a child ?

A child is a full and individual person
by itself. Isaac (Genesis 18:10) Jacob and
Esau (Genesis 25:23), Samson (Judges 13)
David (Psalm 139:1316), Jeremiah
(Jeremiah 1:5), John the Baptist (Luke
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1:13), Jesus (Luke 1:31)¢é each of

P a s t o rhadbtheirCawn \clamadter, aheir oanm

personality and some of them even
received their name before they were
even conceived. They were known by
God by their name!

A child is born full of sin & they are

not empty, but carry original sin in

them (Psalm 51:5). Baptism is
nations, 0 i ncl(Matthéwn g
28:19), and gives new life in Christ!
They need to be born again from water

and the Spirit (John 3:1-16). Jesus loves
thachildren! (flaek nopx16; Mag dB3R3R).t ) ?

arke Bidlei Hag toebe aadightl tb shed o
, childrenh (ad ® abh tpdogla) SMatthelv i n k
ar e 2819; 4 Gorinthiansfil@: 113 @ Gmethy 8:16-

17). And God wants to complete the
work that He began in baptism
(Philippians 1:6). God even gave specific
rules for parents to bring up their

children (Deuteronomy 6:4-9). iGr owi
in wisdomod is a(ukeife
2:52). Jesusd method to

and adults was to tell stories. He was
always kind to the children and had
time for t hem. ATr ai
way he should go, and when he is old
he wil|l n ot (Prdvetbs2m6). f r O r

Children at Home
and in Church

Parents have the responsibility to
bring up their <child
t he L(pssind 011:10) Luther wrote



Children and Mission

the Small Catechism for the intended it 6s better tChi udeen
purpose of: i As t h &enlice iasteadoof Suriddy eSchboh fori | y
should teach it in a simple way to his itis far more than school.
househol d. o

What role do the children play in your
Some parents are not aware of their congregation? Are their activities

missionary duty to their children. | i ncl uded on the churc
raised a question at a Women Gather-

ing some years ago i n BrreaTéacHer iHow
many people have you |l ed to Christ?0
Very few hands were raised up. Then| It is good to have both men and
asked t hem: i How woraen,yyoutlb fand gdalts serve as

brought your children and godchildren  teachers in the congregation. The child
to be baptised, a n dhast to le@ru to dsee ythe Shulclo asl & 0
All hands went up! This is our biggest family! (Thus not only women should
mission opportunity: inside our own  teach, as so often happens.)
family! Even children can be excellent
missionaries. If they enjoy Sunday The teacher should be a story teller.
School, they will want to invite their =~ Teaching at the church is not like
friends to join them. Encourage them teaching at an ordinary school. The
to do so! oral tradition plays a very important

role in the Christian education of our
Some people have bad memories of the children. We are not just teaching
church when they were young. They them biblical knowledge, but we are
remember angry faces looking atthem, s hari ng Godés story
a very severe pastor or teacher, or even plan of salvation, and our personal
their own parents being too strict with ~ experience as Christians as well. The
them. When do parents ever have the Prophet Nathan was a good storyteller
time to sit at home for an hour with  when he had to rebuke King David (2
their little ones in their lap? Use the = Samuel 12:114).
time in the Divine Service to show love
to your children and hold them on The teacher has to listen to God first!
your lap when they are restless. If When they prepare a story, the teacher
necessary, go t o t hastoBs&:rwhahit Gaoll sayir@rtoymien g )
Room, but donodt s tAadypraytfdr the guidarfice of thetHolg
entire service. Spirit. After this the teacher can share

the truth with the children.
The purpose of Sunday School is not to
entertain the children during the Donét be a teacher i f
service, but to offer them a service that children. LOVE THE CHILDREN AND
is appropriate for LOVESWHATYDY®O! Tham 6s wh
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FELSISA Statistics 2013

FREE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN SOUTH AFRICA - STATISTICS AUGUST 2012 TO AUGUST 2013
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Cape Town 89 91 2| -2.20% 2 2 3 2 0 7 0 0 16 73
Durban 173 192 -19 -9.90% 4 13 7 0 1 34 8 0 29| 144
Greytown 110 116 -6] -5.17% 1 0 0 1 1 3 2 0 22 88
Jhb-Fairlands 209 179 30| 16.76% 1 1 44 0 0 11 5 4 46| 163
Jhb-Ranburg (ELF) 70 101 -31| -30.69% 1 0 5 0 0 30 6 6 10 60
Kempton Park 13 13 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 12
Kirchdorf 317 319 -2| -0.63% 6 8 3 6 13 0 0 1 59| 258
Lineburg 344 347 -3| -0.86% 8 1 0 3 5 0 4 7 73| 271
Newcastle 20 21 -1| -4.76% 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 17
Our Saviour 73 65 8| 12.31% 3 0 6 1 0 0 0 1 13 60
Panbult 76 74 2| 2.70% 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 17 59
Piet Retief 32 20 12| 60.00% 2 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 8 24
Pietermaritzburg 100 100 0 0.00% 0 1 7 1 2 5 0 0 15 85
Pretoria (Afr) 61 59 2| 3.39% 2 1 5 0 1 0 5 3 15 46
Pretoria (Dt) 348 399 -51| -12.78% 9 14 6 2 7 2 11 2 65| 283
Shelly Beach 85 81 4 4.94% 1 2 3 1 0 0 1 4 15 70
Uelzen 123 120 3 2.50% 2 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 25 98
Vryheid 61 60 1| 1.67% 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 11 50
Wittenberg 309 319 -10[ -3.13% 5 0 5 5 7 0 8 4 52| 257
Total 2613 2676 -63| -2.35% 50 51 100 24 38 93 50 33 495| 2118
Diepkloof* 2004 2004 0 0.00% 431| 1573
ELC (Seminary)* 88 88 0| 0.00% 21 67

* Associated Membership (First proper audit of members during 2011)

-2.35% = Decrease in membership (excluding Diepkloof and ELC)
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Notices and Acknowledgements

Dear Pastors and Congregations: Our Saviour

and Kirchdorf,

On behalf of myself, my children and
grandchildren, please accept our sincere
gratitude for the sincere and loving farewell f
service which you shared with us on the occasion

of the death of my beloved husband Herbert.

Thank you all for your contribution: the
trumpeters, the organist, the ladies in the kitchen,
the beautiful flower arrangements and all the
other ‘silent’ helpers in preparation for and during (

the funeral of our dear husband, father and a

grandfather.

Mo i
Brigitte,
StraeHdiidi ,
Ur sul a,
Cranmé&mr nst ,

ra

Badst ¢bner
Peter,
Mar k,
Rowan,

Han |l

The FELSI S]

Sstance

As si

Stef akF
Lisar||p
Dani el||R
ie and]| &

)

OQJU,m_im
9O —a_,—-_.

we

] I
145
168‘ba 3

Mi s si

Dr Friedr.i
*16.01.1929 1 29.04.2013

All the people who lovingly
though of my dear husband in
the hours of his departure and
comforted me with kind words

and deeds, | express my
heartfelt thanks.

Thank you also for the
comforting words, spoken or
written, and the many
donations.

On behalf of all relatives
Hanna

onar |

Di er klls

RENATE ENGELBRECHT

h Wellvdnt@olsidcesely thank all for the visits,
well wishes and love that our mother Renate
Engelbrecht received at the nursing home.
The tireless care from Dr Hugo Paul and
Dr Cordula Niebuhr are greatly appreciated.
Thank you for all the help and support that
we received as a family from the whole
community with the going home of our
mother.

Many thanks to the brass band and choir, to
Pastor Ridiger Gevers for leading the Divine
Service, and to the women who catered at
the nursing home, as well as after service.

We are thankful that our mother may finally
rest in peace.

Al | Hambrock and En

Ha

g el
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The ENGLISH LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIPOF RANDBURG has recently purchased a
house as its parsonage. It is located directly next door to the church (on the
right hand side) and even includes a separate office that borders onto the
church property. The house was auctioned, and as the house was stripped by

thieves while standing empty, we were able to get it at a good price A far
below market value.

This was all made possible
with the help
Assistance Fungwhich loaned
us the money to purchase the
house as well as replace the
stolen cabling, plumbing,

door locks and window
latches.

The house is now habitable,

and we thank God for this wonderful blessing. Yet work remains to be done.
Various parts of the house need new flooring, the outside office requires
burglar bars, and the swimming pool could use a fence (it does have a net). To
complete these final renovations, ELF has starting aDonate a Floor Board
campaign. We appeal to everyone who would like to help to make a donation
to: The English Lutheran Fellowshijpaccount number 4057652707, branch code
505705 (ABSA). Please include the referencef/oorboards.

The dedication of the parsonage is planned for the 27" October. Anyone who
would like to know more about the house or the renovations is welcome to
contact Pastor Toby Ahlers on 078 575 2604.
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