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Oordenking  

Het ons hart nie warm geword  
toe Hy op die pad met ons 

gepraat en vir ons die Skrif 
uitgelê het nie?  

Luk 24, 32  
 
ñAngina Pectorisò ð dis hoe doktors 
dit noem; ons leke praat eerder van ôn 
kwaai hartklop of van ôn hart wat 
brand. Die oorsaak: hoë bloeddruk en 
stres. 
 
Die twee dissipels van Emmaus het 
nie simptome van ñangina pectorisò 
gehad nie. Nee, daar was ôn ander rede 
hoekom hulle harte gebrand het: hulle 
het die Here Jesus Christus gesien, 
wat uit die dood opgestaan het! Toe 
hulle vanaf Jerusalem op pad huis toe 
was, het Jesus by hulle aangesluit en 
met hulle saamgeloop, maar hulle het 
Hom nie herken nie. Hy vra hulle toe: 
ñWat is dit wat julle so ernstig met 
mekaar loop en bespreek?ò Verbaas 
dat Hy blykbaar niks geweet het van 
die verskriklike dinge wat in 
Jerusalem gebeur het nie, sê hulle vir 
Hom: ñDie dinge in verband met 
Jesus van Nasaret, en hoe hy ter dood 
veroordeel en gekruisig is. Ons het so 
gehoop dat dit Hy is wat Israel sou 
verlos.ò Toe sê Hy vir hulle: ñWat ôn 
gebrek aan begrip en wat ôn 
traagheid van gees! Glo julle dan nie 
al die dinge wat die profete gesê het 
nie?ò Daarna het Hy by Moses en al 
die profete begin en al die 

Skrifuitsprake wat op Hom betrekking 
het, vir hulle uitgelê.  
 
Later die aand, nadat hulle Hom 
genooi het om in hulle huis oor te bly 
en hulle besig was om te eet, neem Hy 
die brood, vra die seën, breek dit en 
gee dit vir hulle. Toe gaan hulle oë 
oop, en hulle het Hom herken, maar 
Hy het uit hulle gesig verdwyn. Hulle 
sê toe vir mekaar: ñHet ons hart nie 
warm geword toe Hy op die pad met 
ons gepraat en vir ons die Skrif 
uitgel° het nie?ò 

Ons harte kan warm word wanneer 
ons saam met familie of vriende 
gesellig bymekaar is; of wanneer 
iemand mooi woorde met ons praat ð 
woorde van lof, woorde wat inspireer 
en motiveer. Maar op pad na Emmaus 
het veel meer gebeur as dit: Daar is 
woorde van die lewe gepraat; woorde 
van die Lewendige! Woorde wat 
redding en geloof en nuwe lewe gee.  
Jesus Christus het met Sy woord wat 
soos ôn helder lig skyn, hulle treurige 
en seer harte weer verlig. Geloof en 
hoop het weer begin skyn in hulle 
harte. 

Oordenking 
 

Pastor Matthias Albers, Panbult  
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Vyftig dae na Sy opstanding en tien 
dae na Sy hemelvaart  het Jesus se 
dissipels begin om die Evangelie ð die 
goeie nuus ð te verkondig, en hulle 
woorde het ook weer harte laat warm 
word, net soos by die twee manne van 
Emmaus. In Handelinge 2 lees ons die 
gebeure van Pinkster: ñHulle het iets 
soos vuur gesien wat in tonge verdeel 
en op elkeen van hulle gekom het. 
Almal is met die Heilige Gees vervul 
en hulle het in ander tale begin praat 
soos die Heilige Gees dit aan hulle 
gegee het om onder sy leiding te 
doen.ò En nadat Petrus opgestaan het 
en aan die mense die Evangelie van 
Jesus Christus verkondig het, lees ons 
verder: ñBy die aanhoor hiervan is die 
mense diep getref!ò Letterlik: ñdit het 
hulle harte diep getrefò.  
 
Deur die verkondiging van Jesus 
Christus, wat gekruisig is en wat uit die 
dood opgewek is, raak die Heilige Gees 

diep aan die harte van mense, verlig 
hulle tot die waarheid en werklikheid 
die hulle verlossing en gee Hy aan 
hulle geloof in Jesus Christus ð met 
ander woorde: Hy gee harte wat 
brand!  
  
Liewe Vriend in Christus, as iemand 
vir jou na die Pinksterfees vra: ñHoe 
gaan dit met jou?ò mag jy gerus 
antwoord en s°: ñAan die brand, 
dankieò!  
 
Met die gebed, wat ons altyd na die 
Nagmaal bid, wil ons Hom  dank:  
 
Ons dank U, almagtige Here God, dat 

U ons deur hierdie heilsame gawe 
verkwik het en bid om u 

barmhartigheid, dat dit vir ons mag 
groei tot versterking van ons geloof in 
U en tot ôn brandende liefde teenoor 
mekaar, ter wille van ons Here Jesus 

Christus. Amen  

St Johnôs Lutheran Parish, Shelly Beach 

Get to know our Congregation: St John½s Lutheran Parish, 
Shelly Beach 
 

Gert Lütge, Shelly Beach 

T h e  F r e e 
E v a n g e l i c a l 
Lutheran Synod 
in South Africa 
( F E L S I S A ) 
called Pastor 

Ernst-Heinrich Schwacke to serve 
English and German speaking people 
on the South Coast in 1965. The St 
Johnôs congregation was established 
and in 1967 the church building was 

consecrated. The hall, manse and 
private cemetery, as we have it today, 
have been in existence since 1972. We 
are an English congregation in an 
English environment although many 
members are German speaking. 
Growth in our congregation is mostly 
from the English community, although 
German members are naturally 
referred to St Johnôs from other 
congregations in Synod. 
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We are privileged to have Divine 
Services every single Sunday and on 
special occasions during the week. We 
are very, very fortunate to have four 
very able organists in our congrega-
tion. We thank our Lord for this and 
for His wonderful gift of music. The 
music we hear in the services is a very 

special kind of music. God gave the 
wonderful gift of music to the writers 
and composers of the hymns, and 
many, many years down the line we, 
our congregation here in Shelly Beach, 
are still allowed to benefit from it. The 
brass band was founded with 12 
members in 1976 and since then has 
been very active, especially on festival 
days. To date the brass band consists 
of 16 members. Most encouraging is 
the fact that 6 young school going boys 
are keen members of the brass band. 

These young members often accompa-
ny the organists to play the prelude or 
postlude in the Sunday service. 
 
On Tuesday mornings during the 
school terms, Bible Studies are held in 
the church hall where up to eight 
members attend. These Bible Studies 

are very helpful to grow deep in 
wisdom and more steadfast in faith. It 
is good to explore the fountain of our 
faith and to see how rich and awesome 
this fountain we stand on is. Every 
second Friday evening we gather in the 
houses of six families on a rotational 
basis for a social supper of finger-eats, 
followed by singing of hymns and 
choruses and a Bible Study. The 
advantage of this gathering is the 
inclusion of the children of the families 
involved. 

St Johnôs Lutheran Parish, Shelly Beach 

4ÈÅ "ÒÁÓÓ "ÁÎÄ ÏÆ 3Ô *ÏÈÎȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȟ 'ÅÒÔ ,İÔÇÅȟ                       
ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃË ɉÓÅÅ ÁÒÒÏ×ɊȢ 
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Christian Instruction classes are held 
every Friday during the school term in 
our church hall, the church and in the 
manse, where the children of the 
congregation and beyond are encour-
aged and welcome to attend. This year 
eight boys attend the confirmation 
classes to prepare them for their 
confirmation next year. The ñLittle 
Blessingsò and ñLittle Lambsò groups 
also meet after school every Friday. 
The ñLittle Lambsò learn about Bible 
Stories. This group consists of 12 
children between the ages of 2 and 10 
years of which two are from the 
congregation and the others are 
mainly from families of active 
members of other churches. The 
ñLittle Blessingsò group consists of 
four girls. Each child has their own 
Bible to look up and read the stories 

with activities used from the ñGrowing 
in Christò series. It is truly a blessing 
for these children who donôt belong to 
our congregation who are brought to 
these sessions every Friday to pray 
together, sing hymns and share Godôs 
Word. We are indeed very thankful for 
the opportunity of this ministry which 
is so fruitful. We thank our heavenly 
Father that mothers of our congrega-
tion are prepared to offer this service 
to our children and the children of the 
neighbourhood.  
 
The Angels Care KZN Centre in 
Paddock, where homeless individuals 
or families are housed and cared for, 
has created an outreach opportunity 
for our congregation. Pastor Kurt 
Schnackenberg visits the centre once a 
week for Christian Instruction classes, 

St Johnôs Lutheran Parish, Shelly Beach 

4ÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ Á ÎÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÐÌÁÙ 
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St Johnôs Lutheran Parish, Shelly Beach 

devotions and counselling. Every fifth 
Sunday a Divine Service of the Word is 
held at the centre which at present 
consists of about 100 people. Pastor 
Schnackenberg, Hugo Voigts and Mark 
Voigts run a church taxi service to 
ensure that those who want to attend a 
church service at St Johnôs have the 
opportunity to do so. This is also 
especially important for those who 
have joined the congregation to attend 
Holy Communion if possible every 
second Sunday. 
 
We can only hope that the Lord will 
have mercy and find willing people to 
help those who cannot help them-
selves. We ask for your support, your 
prayers and to offer your hearts for the 
outcasts of society. God loves them, 
Jesus also died for them and they need 
Him just like we do.  
 
The Thuthukani Crèche Project which 
our congregation started a few years 
ago is running very well. A new 
building was erected to provide 
services to approximately 20-25 
children in our area. The crèche is 
running smoothly and is now finan-
cially stable. We continue to assist 

when necessary and various donations 
have been gratefully received. 
 
In December 2013 the Childrenôs 
Camp of our Synod was organised by 
our Shelly Beach congregation. This 
was a very successful and enjoyable 
event. Nearly 100% of our members 
contributed to the success of the camp. 
This resulted in a very festive and 
friendly spirit and close co -operation 
for the benefit of us all. We were struck 
by the happy and enthusiastic spirit of 
the children. They were keen to listen 
and to enjoy and participate in all the 
activities. Will any of the children ever 
forget the beach outing and the actual 
(not planned) sea rescue of a boat at 
Shelly Beach?? 
 
In conclusion we would like to thank 
all members and families of the 
various congregations of FELSISA who 
visit us to attend church services at 
Shelly Beach when on holiday in our 
area. We are a small congregation and 
your attendance encourages and 
reminds us that we belong to a much 
greater congregation of Godôs people. 
Please visit us ï you are always very 
welcome.      ƴ 
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We believe, teach and confess... 

On 31 October 1517 the 33-year-old 
Martin Luther posted 95 theses on the 
door of the Castle Church in Witten-
berg. The door functioned as a bulletin 
board for various announcements 
related to academic and church affairs. 
Luther was calling for a disputation (a 
debate) on the efficacy of indulgence, 
that is the remission of the temporal 
punishment inflicted by the Church for 
sins that had been confessed and 
forgiven. Indulgence was granted not 
only as a reward for doing good works, 
but also for making mandatory 
contributions to the church.  
 
The disputation called by Martin 
Luther was never granted. This 
however did not prevent the contents 
of the 95 theses to spread like a veld 
fire throughout Europe. A contempo-
rary of Luther wrote that it was as if 
the ñangels of God themselves were the 

messengers (of the Good News).ò 
 
In 2017 churches of the Reformation, 
in particular the Lutheran Church, will 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. The FELSISA intends to 
join in these celebrations, among 
other, by publishing a series of essays 
on the Book of Concord (The Lutheran 
Confessions) and other critical topics 
addressed by Martin Luther.  
  
Today the question is often posed, 
whether creeds and confessions are 
necessary for the well-being of the 
church, especially as certain questions 
debated centuries ago seem less 
relevant today. Some may even ask, 

We Believe, Teach and Confessµ A Series of Essays 
Commemorating 500 Years of Reformation in 2017  
 

Bishop Dr Dieter Reinstorf, Pietermaritzburg  

-ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒȭÓ ίΫ 4ÈÅÓÅÓ 

-ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ɂ ÁÓ 
ÐÁÉÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ ,ÕÃÁÓ #ÒÁÎÁÃÈ 

ÔÈÅ %ÌÄÅÒ 


